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The	Enlightenment	was	a	profoundly	influential	intellectual	movement	in	Europe	and	the	Atlantic	world	during	the	17th	and	18th	centuries.	This	philosophical	era	sought	to	free	human	intellect	from	the	limitations	imposed	by	ancient	traditions,	religious	dogma,	and	superstition.	Its	leaders	employed	rational	inquiry	and	scientific	methods	to	address
all	aspects	of	life,	including	politics,	economics,	art,	and	education.Enlightenment	thinkers	like	Adam	Smith	and	Immanuel	Kant	helped	shape	the	ideas	that	formed	the	core	values	of	this	movement,	including	the	use	of	reason	to	understand	morality,	science,	and	government.	These	key	figures	had	a	significant	influence	on	modern	liberal	economics
and	the	concept	of	free	markets.	They	also	argued	that	the	natural	rights	of	individuals	to	life,	liberty,	and	property	were	central	to	their	vision	for	society.The	Romantic	era	emerged	as	a	counter	to	the	Enlightenment's	alleged	coldness	and	overconfidence,	prioritizing	instead	the	significance	of	emotion,	creativity,	and	national	identity.	In	recent
times,	postcolonial	and	critical	theorists	have	contested	the	Enlightenment's	assertions	of	universality	and	progress,	contending	that	its	principles	of	logic,	freedom,	and	fairness	were	frequently	exploited	to	support	European	imperialism,	slavery,	and	cultural	dominance.	Scholars	such	as	Edward	Said	and	Gayatri	Spivak	have	contended	that	the
Enlightenment	was	not	solely	an	emancipatory	endeavor,	but	also	a	form	of	cultural	dominance	that	sidelined	and	excluded	non-European	communities	and	knowledge	systems.	Despite	these	critiques,	the	Enlightenment	remains	one	of	the	most	pivotal	and	influential	intellectual	movements	in	human	history.	Its	concepts	and	values	continue	to	shape
contemporary	politics,	culture,	and	society,	from	the	United	Nations	Declaration	of	Human	Rights	to	the	scientific	method	to	the	ideal	of	liberal	democracy.	As	historian	David	Hollinger	has	noted,	the	Enlightenment	"established	the	philosophical	groundwork	for	the	modern	world,	and	its	legacy	persists	today,	even	as	we	continue	to	debate	its
significance	and	consequences."	Conclusion	The	Enlightenment	was	a	multifaceted	movement	that	resists	simple	summary	or	definition.	At	its	core,	it	was	a	philosophical	initiative	that	aimed	to	apply	the	tools	of	reason	and	science	to	every	facet	of	human	life,	from	politics	and	economics	to	art	and	education.	Enlightenment	thinkers	challenged
established	authorities	and	conventional	ways	of	thinking,	promoting	new	ideas	of	individual	rights,	social	progress,	and	human	liberation.	While	the	Enlightenment	had	its	constraints	and	critics,	its	influence	on	the	modern	world	is	undeniable.	From	the	American	and	French	Revolutions	to	the	rise	of	modern	science	and	medicine	to	the	expansion	of
global	trade	and	communication,	the	Enlightenment	helped	shape	the	institutions,	values,	and	ways	of	thinking	that	define	our	world	today.	As	historians,	our	role	is	not	to	uncritically	praise	or	condemn	the	Enlightenment,	but	to	comprehend	it	in	all	its	complexity	and	contradictions.	By	examining	the	ideas,	contexts,	and	legacies	of	the
Enlightenment,	we	can	gain	a	deeper	understanding	of	how	the	past	continues	to	shape	the	present,	and	the	ongoing	struggles	for	reason,	justice,	and	human	flourishing	that	define	our	shared	humanity.	Sources:	Bristow,	William.	"Enlightenment."	Stanford	Encyclopedia	of	Philosophy.	Stanford	University,	August	29,	2017.	.	Dupr,	Louis.	The
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Random	House,	2013.	Porter,	Roy.	The	Enlightenment.	Palgrave	Macmillan,	2001.	Data	and	Statistics:	Literacy	rates	in	Europe	rose	from	approximately	20%	in	1600	to	over	50%	by	1800,	with	even	higher	rates	in	cities	like	Paris	and	London	(Outram,	2019).	The	number	of	books	published	in	Europe	surged	during	the	Enlightenment,	from	around
1,000	titles	per	year	in	the	early	17th	century	to	over	10,000	titles	per	year	by	the	late	18th	century	(Porter,	2001).	The	population	of	Europe	grew	from	around	100	million	in	1700	to	over	200	million	by	1800,	driven	by	advancements	in	agriculture,	trade,	and	public	health	(Gay,	1996).	The	proportion	of	the	European	population	living	in	cities
increased	from	around	10%	in	1700	to	over	20%	by	1800,	reflecting	the	growth	of	commerce,	industry,	and	cultural	life	(Israel,	2001).	The	Atlantic	slave	trade	reached	its	peak	during	the	Enlightenment,	with	over	6	million	Africans	transported	to	the	Americas	between	1700	and	1800	(Pagden,	2013).	At	Hearst	Networks	EMEA,	we	share	stories	that
matter.	A	global	broadcaster	since	1995,	we	reach	audiences	in	over	100	countries,	including	the	UK,	Nordics,	Benelux,	Central	&	Eastern	###Spain,	Italy,	Germany,	Africa	and	the	Middle	East.	Our	stories	are	global	and	local,	linear	and	digital,	and	always	compelling.	Personalities	shine	at	Hearst	Networks	EMEA.	Our	culture	embraces	individuals,
in	all	their	daring,	passionate,	ambitious	glory.	Our	people	are	our	strength,	and	our	differences	are	celebrated.	We	challenge	each	other,	collaborate	and	come	together,	just	as	a	family	does;	winning	as	a	team	and	celebrating	as	one	too.	Everyone	has	a	voice	and	should	feel	proud	and	free	to	run	with	their	ideas,	enjoying	their	successes	and	journey
with	us.	And	in	such	an	evolving	industry,	tomorrow	is	always	today.	We	anticipate	change,	identify	future	opportunities	and	are	excited	by	the	potential	that	tomorrow	brings.	We	want	to	be	famous	for	creating	and	sharing	stories	that	matter	unique,	trusted,	entertaining,	everywhere.	Whether	our	stories	challenge	and	inspire	intellectually	or	simply
entertain,	we	know	that	we	are	making	a	positive	contribution	to	our	audiences	across	the	many	diverse	regions	and	countries	in	the	UK,	Europe,	The	Middle	East	and	Africa.	Striving	to	always	do	so	requires	passion.	And	its	with	just	as	much	passion	that	we	strive	to	gain	new	audiences	with	our	creativity	and	by	using	innovative	technology,	by
partnering	with	leading	and	emerging	local	platforms.	With	our	diverse	line-up	of	original,	high-quality	programming,	our	distribution	partners	across	EMEA	recognise	the	benefits	of	offering	Hearst	Networks	EMEA's	distinctive,	high	quality	brands	on	their	platforms	and	services.	We	understand	the	opportunity	to	grow	engagement	with	new
audiences	of	all	ages	and	through	new	partnerships	with	Facebook,	Twitter,	YouTube,	Instagram,	TikTok	and	Snapchat,	along	with	our	podcasts	and	on-demand	SVOD	services,	we	ensure	our	programming	and	unique	stories	reach	audiences	across	the	full	demographic	spectrum.	Join	our	global	team	of	talent.	At	Hearst	Networks	EMEA	youll	find	a
team	of	innovative,	creative	and	collaborative	people	who	embrace	change	and	want	to	continually	try	new	things.	With	offices	in	London,	Rome,	Madrid,	Warsaw,	Munich	and	Johannesburg,	we	are	a	truly	international	company	that	celebrates	difference	and	diversity.	We	offer	a	range	of	benefits	such	as	a	generous	pension	plan,	life	assurance	and
holiday	allowance,	and	there	are	useful	local	perks	in	various	offices,	and	summer	Fridays	across	the	whole	company.	But	most	of	all,	we	will	support	you	to	develop	and	grow	throughout	your	time	with	us.	Learning	is	part	of	the	journey	at	Hearst	Networks	EMEA	and	youll	be	offered	personal	and	professional	development	opportunities	throughout
your	career	with	us.	Well	do	everything	we	can	to	see	you	thrive	and	grow.	First	published	Fri	Aug	20,	2010;	substantive	revision	Tue	Aug	29,	2017	The	heart	of	the	eighteenth	century	Enlightenment	is	the	loosely	organized	activity	of	prominent	French	thinkers	of	the	mid-decades	of	the	eighteenth	century,	the	so-called	philosophes(e.g.,	Voltaire,
DAlembert,	Diderot,	Montesquieu).	The	philosophes	constituted	an	informal	society	of	men	of	letters	who	collaborated	on	a	loosely	defined	project	of	Enlightenment	exemplified	by	the	project	of	the	Encyclopedia	(see	below	1.5).	However,	there	are	noteworthy	centers	of	Enlightenment	outside	of	France	as	well.	There	is	a	renowned	Scottish
Enlightenment	(key	figures	are	Frances	Hutcheson,	Adam	Smith,	David	Hume,	Thomas	Reid),	a	German	Enlightenment	(die	Aufklrung,	key	figures	of	which	include	Christian	Wolff,	Moses	Mendelssohn,	G.E.	Lessing	and	Immanuel	Kant),	and	there	are	also	other	hubs	of	Enlightenment	and	Enlightenment	thinkers	scattered	throughout	Europe	and
America	in	the	eighteenth	century.	What	makes	for	the	unity	of	such	tremendously	diverse	thinkers	under	the	label	of	Enlightenment?	For	the	purposes	of	this	entry,	the	Enlightenment	is	conceived	broadly.	DAlembert,	a	leading	figure	of	the	French	Enlightenment,	characterizes	his	eighteenth	century,	in	the	midst	of	it,	as	the	century	of	philosophy
par	excellence,	because	of	the	tremendous	intellectual	and	scientific	progress	of	the	age,	but	also	because	of	the	expectation	of	the	age	that	philosophy	(in	the	broad	sense	of	the	time,	which	includes	the	natural	and	social	sciences)	would	dramatically	improve	human	life.	Guided	by	DAlemberts	characterization	of	his	century,	the	Enlightenment	is
conceived	here	as	having	its	primary	origin	in	the	scientific	revolution	of	the	16th	and	17th	centuries.	The	rise	of	the	new	progressively	underminse	not	only	the	ancien	geocentirc	conception	of	the	cosmos,	but	also	the	set	of	presupositions	that	had	served	to	constrain	and	guide	philosophicl	inquiry	in	the	earlier	times.	The	dramtic	success	of	the	new
science	in	explaining	the	natural	world	promots	philosohy	from	a	handmaiden	of	theology,	constrained	by	its	purposes	and	methods,	to	an	independent	force	with	the	power	and	authorite	to	challenge	the	old	and	construct	the	new,	in	the	realms	both	of	theory	and	practice,	on	the	basis	of	its	own	principles.	Taking	as	the	core	of	the	Enlightenment	the
aspersion	for	intelectual	progress,	and	the	belief	in	the	power	of	such	progress	to	improve	human	society	and	individual	lives,	this	entry	includes	descriptions	of	relevant	aspects	of	the	thought	of	earlier	thinker,	such	as	Hobbes,	Locke,	Descartes,	Bayle,	Leibniz,	and	Spinoza,	thinker	whose	contributions	are	indispensable	to	understanding	the
eighteenth	century	as	the	century	of	philosophy	par	excellence.	The	Enlightenment	is	often	associated	with	its	political	revolutions	and	ideals,	especially	the	French	Revolution	of	1789.	The	energy	created	and	expressed	by	the	intelectual	foment	of	Enlightenment	thinker	contributes	to	the	growing	wave	of	social	unrest	in	France	in	the	eighteenth
century.	The	social	unrest	comes	to	a	head	in	the	violent	political	upheaval	which	sweeps	away	the	traditionally	and	hierarchically	structured	ancien	rgime	(the	monarchy,	the	privileges	of	the	nobility,	the	political	power	of	the	Catholic	Church).	The	French	revoluationaries	meant	to	establish	in	place	of	the	ancien	rgime	a	new	reason-based	order
instituting	the	Enlightenment	ideals	of	liberty	and	equality.	Though	the	Enlightenment,	as	a	diverse	intelectual	and	social	movement,	has	no	definite	end,	the	devolution	of	the	French	Revolution	into	the	Terror	in	the	1790s,	corresponding,	as	it	roughly	does,	with	the	end	of	the	eighteenth	century	and	the	rise	of	opposed	movements,	such	as
Romanticism,	can	serve	as	a	convenient	marker	of	the	end	of	the	Enlightenment,	conceived	as	an	historical	period.	For	Enlightenment	thinker	themselves,	however,	the	Enlightenment	is	not	an	historical	period,	but	a	process	of	social,	psychological	or	spiritual	development,	unbound	to	time	or	place.	Immanuel	Kant	defines	enlightenment	in	his
famous	contribution	to	debate	on	the	question	in	an	essay	entitled	An	Answer	to	the	Question:	What	is	Enlightenment?	(1784),	as	humankinds	release	from	its	self-incurred	immaturity;	immaturity	is	the	inability	to	use	ones	own	understanding	without	the	guidance	of	another.	Expressing	convictons	shared	among	Enlightenment	thinker	of	widely
divergent	doctrines,	Kant	identifies	enlightenment	with	the	process	of	undertaking	to	think	for	oneself,	to	employ	and	rely	on	ones	own	intelectual	capacities	in	determining	what	to	believe	and	how	to	act.	Enlightenment	philosopher	from	across	the	geographical	and	temporal	spectrum	tend	to	have	a	great	deal	of	confidence	in	humanitys	intelectual
powers,	both	to	achieve	systematic	knowledge	of	nature	and	to	serve	as	an	authoritative	guide	in	practical	life.	This	confidence	is	generally	paired	with	suspicion	or	hostility	toward	other	forms	or	carriers	of	authority	(such	as	tradition,	superstition,	prejudice,	myth	and	miracles),	insofar	as	these	are	seen	to	compete	with	the	authority	of	ones	own
reason	and	experience.	Enlightenment	philosophy	tends	to	stand	in	tension	with	established	religion,	insofar	as	the	release	from	self-incurred	immaturity	in	this	age,	daring	to	think	for	oneself,	awakening	ones	intelectual	powers,	generally	requires	opposing	the	role	of	established	religion	in	directing	thought	and	action.	The	faith	of	the	Enlightenment
if	one	may	call	it	that	is	that	the	process	of	enlightenment,	of	becoming	progressively	self-directed	in	thought	and	action	through	the	awakening	of	ones	intelectual	powers,	leads	ultimately	to	a	better,	more	fulfilled	human	existence.	This	entry	describes	the	main	tendencies	of	Enlightenment	thought	in	the	following	main	sections:	(1)	The	True:
Science,	Epistemology,	and	Metaphysics	in	the	Enlightenment;	(2)	The	Good:	Political	Theory,	Ethical	Theory	and	Religion	in	the	Enlightenment;	(3)	The	Beautiful:	Aesthetics	in	the	Enlightenment.	In	this	era	dedicated	to	human	progress,	the	advancement	of	the	natural	sciences	is	regarded	as	the	main	exemplification	of,	and	fuel	for,	such	progress.
Isaac	Newtons	epochal	paraphrased	text	hereThe	Enlightenment	was	characterized	by	a	multitude	of	controversies	surrounding	the	nature	of	mind	and	body,	as	well	as	other	fundamental	questions	regarding	causality,	motion,	objectivity,	and	epistemology.	Baruch	Spinoza's	system	of	ontological	monism	posited	that	God	or	Nature	is	the	only
substance,	with	two	attributes	corresponding	to	mind	and	body.	This	stance,	grounded	in	strict	philosophical	reasoning,	contributed	significantly	to	the	emergence	of	atheism	and	naturalism	within	Enlightenment	thought.###ARTICLEThe	Enlightenment's	emphasis	on	empiricism,	as	exemplified	by	Francis	Bacon's	work	and	reinforced	by	Isaac
Newton's	scientific	discoveries,	marked	a	significant	shift	away	from	rationalist	thought.	While	Descartes	is	often	regarded	as	the	founder	of	rationalism,	Bacon's	revolution	in	the	sciences	laid	the	groundwork	for	the	empiricist	strain	of	the	Enlightenment.	Bacon's	contributions	to	the	development	of	experimental	philosophy	emphasized	the
importance	of	empirical	observation	and	experimentation,	as	well	as	the	method	of	induction.	Newton's	work,	which	became	a	cornerstone	of	natural	science	in	the	eighteenth	century,	further	solidified	this	approach,	demonstrating	the	power	of	inductive	reasoning	in	uncovering	mathematical	laws	that	explain	natural	phenomena.	The	rise	of
empiricism	during	this	period	was	also	characterized	by	a	growing	distrust	of	metaphysics	and	an	emphasis	on	the	limits	of	human	knowledge.	Locke's	Essay	Concerning	Human	Understanding,	with	its	rigorous	epistemology	and	rejection	of	innate	ideas,	played	a	significant	role	in	shaping	Enlightenment	thought	and	contributing	to	the	emergence	of
modern	psychology.	The	French	Enlightenment,	led	by	philosophers	such	as	Abb	de	Condillac,	built	upon	Locke's	work,	further	developing	sensationalism	and	exploring	the	nature	of	human	knowledge	through	sense	experience.Our	perception	of	reality	relies	heavily	on	ideas	that	resemble	external	material	objects,	which	raises	an	important	question
about	how	we	can	be	certain	that	these	ideas	accurately	represent	their	true	nature.	George	Berkeley's	idealist	perspective	suggests	that	objects	of	perception	are	merely	ideas	before	the	mind,	but	this	view	is	less	influential	than	opposing	positions	such	as	materialism	and	Cartesian	dualism.Thomas	Reid,	a	prominent	Scottish	Enlightenment	figure,
argues	that	immediate	objects	of	our	sense	perception	are	common,	material	objects	in	our	environment,	rather	than	ideas	in	our	mind.	This	defense	of	nave	realism	is	rooted	in	the	idea	that	philosophy	should	be	guided	by	common	sense,	which	emphasizes	the	importance	of	practical	utility	and	accessibility.1.3	Skepticism	in	the
EnlightenmentSkepticism	plays	a	significant	role	in	Enlightenment	philosophy,	particularly	when	it	serves	as	a	methodological	tool	to	uncover	new	knowledge.	Descartes'	Meditations	on	First	Philosophy	demonstrates	this	approach,	employing	radical	skeptical	doubt	to	challenge	traditional	dogmas	and	establish	a	secure	foundation	for	new
knowledge.The	skepticism	of	Enlightenment	thinkers	is	often	linked	to	the	work	of	Pierre	Bayle,	whose	influential	book,	Historical	and	Critical	Dictionary,	exercises	a	profound	impact	on	the	era.	This	dictionary's	intimidating	format	and	eclectic	approach	to	questioning	dogma	reflect	the	spirit	of	inquiry	that	defines	Enlightenment	thought.Bayle's
attitude	of	fearless	questioning	and	his	emphasis	on	individual	autonomy	and	self-determination	exemplify	the	core	values	of	the	Enlightenment,	including	the	importance	of	critical	thinking,	intellectual	curiosity,	and	personal	freedom.The	underlying	crisis	of	authority	in	the	Enlightenment	is	exemplified	by	David	Hume's	skepticism,	which	questions
the	very	foundations	of	knowledge	and	belief.	This	crisis	is	not	merely	a	personal	quirk	but	rather	an	internal	aspect	of	the	Enlightenment	project	as	a	whole.	Hume	articulates	several	forms	of	skepticism,	including	his	skepticism	with	regard	to	the	senses,	which	stems	from	the	epistemological	problem	of	the	way	of	ideas.	He	also	questions	the
reliability	of	reason	in	demonstrative	sciences.	Through	his	argument,	Hume	demonstrates	that	our	applications	of	rules	or	principles	in	demonstrative	inferences	yield	conclusions	that	are	uncertain	and	may	be	mistaken.	Consequently,	our	confidence	in	these	conclusions	must	be	tempered	by	an	assessment	of	the	likelihood	of	error.	Furthermore,
Hume	challenges	the	justification	for	inductive	reasoning	and	causal	reasoning,	arguing	that	they	rely	on	unverifiable	assumptions	about	future	events	based	on	past	observations.Hume's	skeptical	arguments	have	significant	implications	for	the	Enlightenment's	emphasis	on	reason	and	authority.	His	critique	of	causal	reasoning,	in	particular,	is
radical,	as	it	questions	not	only	reason	but	also	experience	itself	as	a	ground	for	knowledge.	This	challenges	the	core	assumptions	of	Newtonian	science,	which	was	seen	as	the	epitome	of	the	Enlightenment's	confidence	in	human	reason.	Ultimately,	Hume's	skepticism	raises	fundamental	questions	about	the	nature	of	epistemological	authority	and
whether	any	belief	can	withstand	critical	scrutiny.The	rise	of	scientific	study	of	humanity	during	the	Enlightenment	led	to	a	paradigm	shift	in	understanding	human	existence	within	the	cosmos.	Newton's	laws	of	motion	and	mathematical	formulae	contributed	to	the	conception	of	nature	as	a	complex	machine	governed	by	deterministic	laws,	leaving
little	room	for	supernatural	entities.	However,	this	view	posed	a	paradox:	if	humanity	was	solely	material	and	subject	to	mechanical	laws,	where	did	it	fit	in	the	grand	scheme?	The	Enlightenment's	emphasis	on	human	capacities	led	to	a	focus	on	self-study,	yet	such	inquiries	often	resulted	in	unflattering	portraits	of	humanity.	In	contrast	to	traditional
notions	of	divine	creation,	humanity	was	typically	depicted	as	a	natural	creature	devoid	of	free	will	or	spiritual	faculties.	Works	like	J.O.	de	La	Mettrie's	"Man	a	Machine"	and	Helvtius's	"Of	the	Spirit"	exemplified	this	deflationary	view,	while	Baron	d'Holbach's	"System	of	Nature"	reinforced	it.	The	epistemological	methodology	of	the	period	also
reflected	this	tension,	with	Descartes'	emphasis	on	self-knowledge	and	Hume's	prioritization	of	human	knowledge	at	the	expense	of	divine	knowledge.	Even	Kant's	revolutionary	epistemology,	modeled	after	Copernicus'	heliocentric	model,	maintained	a	skeptical	view	of	humanity's	role	in	the	cosmos.In	his	Critique	of	Pure	Reason	(1781,	second	edition
1787),	Immanuel	Kant	aimed	to	determine	the	limits	of	our	knowledge	while	establishing	a	foundation	for	scientific	understanding	of	nature.	He	critically	examined	human	faculties	of	knowledge	to	achieve	this.	Despite	setting	strict	boundaries	for	rational	knowledge,	Kant	sought	to	defend	reason	as	a	vital	faculty	in	natural	science,	addressing
skeptical	challenges	of	the	era.Kant's	central	inquiry	was	how	we	can	have	knowledge	of	necessary	causal	connections	in	nature.	He	acknowledged	that	we	cannot	derive	such	knowledge	solely	from	experience,	as	it	only	teaches	us	what	actually	happens,	not	what	must	happen.	This	led	him	to	investigate	how	we	can	have	scientific	knowledge	that
includes	necessary	connections.Kant's	solution	involved	his	concept	of	synthetic	a	priori	knowledge.	He	proposed	that	certain	aspects	of	human	knowledge	are	not	derived	solely	from	experience	but	are	instead	universal	and	necessary.	This	perspective	allowed	him	to	argue	that	we	can	have	knowledge	of	the	world	that	is	both	informed	by	our
experiences	and	shaped	by	our	cognitive	faculties.According	to	Kant,	we	can	have	rational	knowledge	of	nature,	but	it	is	limited	to	the	domain	of	possible	experience.	He	introduced	the	idea	that	our	understanding	of	the	world	is	filtered	through	our	cognitive	faculties,	which	organize	and	structure	our	experiences.	This	implies	that	we	can	never	know
the	"things	in	themselves,"	independent	of	our	experience,	but	only	as	they	appear	to	us.Kant's	philosophy	also	made	room	for	practical	and	religious	aspirations	that	transcend	the	natural	world.	He	posited	that	we	can	think	about	supersensible	objects,	such	as	God	and	the	soul,	even	if	we	cannot	know	them	through	experience.	This	approach
allowed	him	to	balance	the	scientific	understanding	of	nature	with	the	human	desire	for	meaning	and	transcendence.Ultimately,	Kant's	Critique	of	Pure	Reason	aimed	to	reconcile	the	scientific	and	philosophical	understanding	of	the	world	with	human	aspirations	for	moral	and	spiritual	growth.	His	philosophy	had	a	profound	impact	on	the
development	of	modern	thought,	influencing	areas	such	as	epistemology,	metaphysics,	and	ethics.The	Enlightenment's	Impact	on	Science	and	Politics###ENDARTICLEThe	limitations	of	human	reason	have	been	a	longstanding	philosophical	concern,	particularly	during	the	Enlightenment	period.	The	French	Revolution,	with	its	ideals	of	individual
freedom	and	equality,	ultimately	devolved	into	violence	and	terror,	casting	doubt	on	the	efficacy	of	rational,	secular	institutions.	In	contrast	to	this,	Thomas	Hobbes'	Leviathan	(1651)	laid	the	groundwork	for	modern	social	contract	theory,	emphasizing	the	importance	of	rational	consent	in	establishing	political	authority.Hobbes'	work	introduced	the
concept	of	the	"general	social	contract	model,"	where	political	power	is	derived	from	an	ideal	agreement	among	individuals	seeking	to	advance	their	rational	self-interest.	This	idea	has	since	been	refined	by	philosophers	like	John	Locke	and	Jean-Jacques	Rousseau,	who	built	upon	Hobbes'	foundation	to	develop	more	nuanced	theories	of
governance.Baruch	Spinoza	also	made	significant	contributions	to	Enlightenment	political	philosophy,	particularly	in	his	Ethics	(1677)	and	Tractatus	Theologico-Politicus	(1677).	His	rejection	of	Cartesian	dualism	and	promotion	of	substance	monism	led	to	a	radical	reevaluation	of	traditional	religious	and	moral	beliefs.	Spinoza's	emphasis	on
philosophical	reason	and	toleration	laid	the	groundwork	for	modern	liberalism.Locke's	Second	Treatise	of	Government	(1690)	is	often	regarded	as	the	cornerstone	of	modern	liberal	political	theory,	emphasizing	the	importance	of	natural	rights	and	limited	government	intervention.	In	contrast	to	the	absolutist	views	of	Robert	Filmer	in	Patriarcha
(1680),	Locke	asserted	that	individuals	are	born	with	inherent	rights	to	life,	liberty,	and	property.Throughout	this	period,	Enlightenment	thinkers	grappled	with	the	tension	between	reason	and	tradition,	ultimately	producing	a	more	nuanced	understanding	of	human	nature	and	governance.	While	the	French	Revolution's	descent	into	violence	casts
doubt	on	the	power	of	rational	institutions,	the	works	of	Hobbes,	Spinoza,	Locke,	and	others	demonstrate	the	enduring	influence	of	philosophical	inquiry	on	modern	politics.It	is	interesting	that	despite	Locke's	emphasis	on	human	equality	in	the	Second	Treatise,	his	cosmology	aligns	more	closely	with	Filmer's	than	Spinoza's.	According	to	Locke,
understanding	our	relations	in	the	state	of	nature	is	crucial	to	grasping	legitimate	political	authority.	In	this	natural	state,	we	exist	in	a	condition	of	freedom	and	equality,	subject	only	to	God's	law.	The	law	of	nature	teaches	us	that	we	should	not	harm	others	in	life,	health,	liberty,	or	possessions.	This	moral	law	is	known	to	us	through	our	natural
reason.Locke	argues	that	since	there	is	no	human	authority	to	enforce	this	law,	the	state	of	nature	is	marred	by	inconveniencies,	making	our	natural	freedom	and	equality	insecure.	To	address	this,	we	enter	into	a	contract	with	each	other	to	establish	a	political	authority	charged	with	promoting	and	enforcing	laws	that	guarantee	our	natural	rights,
liberties,	and	possessions.The	civil	law,	based	on	the	consent	of	the	governed,	does	not	cancel	out	the	natural	law	but	rather	draws	it	closer.	According	to	Locke,	when	the	established	government	violates	this	law,	the	people	are	justified	in	overthrowing	it.	Locke's	theory	has	been	influential,	but	its	reliance	on	natural	law	and	religion	is	often
disputed.The	Enlightenment	thinkers'	emphasis	on	natural	freedom	and	equality	led	them	to	question	how	these	ideals	could	be	grounded.	The	rise	of	liberalism	was	closely	tied	to	the	growth	of	the	mercantile	class,	also	known	as	the	bourgeoisie.	This	emerging	class	sought	a	political	philosophy	that	would	protect	its	interests,	particularly	property
rights.	Locke's	Second	Treatise	played	a	significant	role	in	articulating	this	vision.Locke	claimed	that	the	primary	goal	of	politics	is	to	safeguard	private	property,	which	he	defined	broadly	to	include	life,	liberties,	and	external	possessions.	He	argued	that	individuals	acquire	rightful	ownership	over	external	goods	through	their	labor,	as	these	goods	are
initially	shared	by	all	under	God's	common	inheritance.	However,	Locke's	understanding	of	civil	freedom	increasingly	focused	on	the	freedom	to	trade	without	government	interference.Adam	Smith,	a	key	figure	in	the	Scottish	Enlightenment,	further	developed	this	idea	in	his	An	Inquiry	into	the	Nature	and	Causes	of	the	Wealth	of	Nations	(1776).	He
described	the	laws	of	civil	society	as	distinct	from	those	of	politics	and	advocated	for	free	trade	and	minimal	government	regulation.	The	trading	house	floor,	where	individuals	from	diverse	backgrounds	come	together	to	exchange	goods,	was	seen	by	some	Enlightenment	thinkers	as	a	symbol	of	a	peaceful,	rational	order.However,	this	liberal	vision	of
government	protecting	economic	freedom	and	private	property	came	into	tension	with	the	value	of	democracy	during	the	Enlightenment.	James	Madison,	in	his	Federalist	#10,	highlighted	the	conflict	between	these	two	ideals.	He	argued	that	popular	government	(pure	democracy)	is	susceptible	to	factionalism,	where	a	majority	bound	by	self-interest
can	impose	its	will	on	the	whole.Madison's	concerns	were	largely	rooted	in	Locke's	theory,	which	prioritized	property	protection	as	the	primary	goal	of	politics.	This	created	tension	with	democratic	values,	particularly	equality.	Madison	ultimately	argued	that	pure	democracy	was	not	an	effective	form	of	government,	and	instead	proposed	a	system
where	the	people's	will	would	be	determined	through	representative	institutions.In	contrast	to	this	Lockean	liberal	model,	Jean-Jacques	Rousseau	presented	a	different	vision	in	his	On	the	Social	Contract	(1762).	Rousseau	contended	that	direct	(pure)	democracy	was	the	only	way	for	human	freedom	to	be	realized.	He	believed	that	governance
according	to	the	"general	will,"	determined	through	an	assembly	representing	the	body	politic,	was	essential	for	achieving	true	equality	and	freedom.The	participatory	ideal	presented	by	Rousseau	aims	to	prevent	factionalism	through	structural	elements	within	the	original	contract.	This	contract	involves	self-alienation,	where	each	associate
surrenders	all	rights	and	possessions	to	the	body	politic.	As	a	result,	each	individual	becomes	an	equal	member	of	the	polity,	with	uniform	terms	and	conditions	for	everyone.	By	aligning	personal	interests	with	the	general	will,	factions	are	minimized	as	the	welfare	of	every	citizen	is	perceived	as	equally	dependent	on	it.	Legislative	measures	reinforce
this	connection	by	maintaining	economic	equality,	thereby	preserving	the	original	contract's	principles.Rousseau's	concept	diverges	from	Locke's	in	that	active	participation	in	politics	is	essential	for	maintaining	the	identification	of	an	individual's	supreme	authority	with	the	general	will.	In	contrast,	Locke	emphasizes	limitations	on	governmental
authority	concerning	expressions	of	personal	will.	Rousseau's	theory,	often	seen	as	a	revival	of	classical	ideals	adapted	to	Enlightenment	values,	raises	fundamental	questions	about	freedom	and	equality	within	modern	states.Rousseau,	along	with	Madison,	was	influenced	by	Montesquieu's	The	Spirit	of	the	Laws,	a	foundational	text	in	modern	political
theory.	While	Montesquieu's	treatise	adheres	to	liberal	principles,	its	scientific	approach	extends	beyond	this	tradition.	He	discusses	how	climate,	soil	fertility,	population	size,	and	other	factors	influence	legislation,	categorizing	governments	into	republics	(which	can	be	democratic	or	aristocratic),	monarchies,	and	despotisms.Montesquieu's	work
addresses	civic	virtue	as	a	necessary	component	for	functional	democracies,	where	citizens	prioritize	the	public	good	over	private	interests.	This	concept	influences	later	Enlightenment	thinkers,	including	Rousseau	and	Madison.	Montesquieu	also	examines	the	threat	of	factions	and	provides	the	groundwork	for	the	balance	of	political	powers	that
Madison	incorporated	into	the	U.S.	Constitution.Despite	the	Enlightenment's	emphasis	on	universal	human	rights,	concerns	regarding	race	and	gender	are	largely	absent	from	its	discourse.	Many	prominent	thinkers	during	this	period	express	prejudice	towards	non-white	people	and	women,	often	with	little	consideration	for	cultural	or	historical
context.	In	contrast,	thinkers	like	Mary	Wollstonecraft	challenge	these	attitudes	in	their	works.The	legacy	of	the	Enlightenment	is	complex,	with	some	affirming	its	potential	to	shape	human	society	positively	beyond	its	time	period.	Others	contend	that	the	underlying	tensions	within	the	Enlightenment,	such	as	ethnocentrism	and	Eurocentrism,
undermine	its	principles.The	Dialectical	Critique	of	Enlightenment:	Adorno,	Horkheimer,	and	BeyondFor	discussion	of	critics	of	the	Enlightenment,	two	philosophers	famously	interpret	Nazi	death	camps	as	the	result	of	the	dialectic	of	the	Enlightenment,	positing	that	the	supremacy	of	instrumental	reason	asserted	in	the	Enlightenment	ultimately
leads	to	its	demise.	Another	example	can	be	seen	in	post-modern	feminists,	who	argue	against	liberal	feminists'	adherence	to	Enlightenment	ideals,	highlighting	the	essentialism	and	universalism	associated	with	these	concepts	as	false	and	inherently	hostile	to	self-realization.others	can	be	understood	to	arise	on	this	basis.	Samuel	Clarke,	an
influential	rationalist	British	thinker	early	in	the	Enligthenment,	undertakes	to	show	in	his	Discourse	concerning	the	Unchangeable	Obligations	of	Natural	Religion	(1706),	agenst	Hobbes,	that	the	absolut	difference	between	moral	good	and	moral	evil	lies	in	the	immediatly	discernible	nature	of	things,	independantly	of	any	compacts	or	positive
legislation	by	God	or	human	bein's.	Clarke	writes	that	in	men's	dealing	one	with	anither,	it	is	undeniably	more	fit,	absolutly	and	in	the	nature	of	the	thing	itself,	that	all	men	should	endeavor	to	promote	the	universal	good	and	welfare	of	a'll;	than	that	all	men	should	be	continually	contriving	the	ruin	and	destruction	of	all.	Likewise	for	the	rest	of	what
morality	enjoins	upon	us.	According	to	Clarke,	that	some	actions	(those	we	call	morally	good	or	requird)	are	fit	to	be	done	and	othirs	not	fit	is	grounded	upon	the	immediatly	evident	relations	in	which	things	stand	to	each	other	in	nature,	just	as	the	proportions	of	lines	or	numbers	are	evient	to	the	rationally	perception	of	a	reasonible	being.	Similarly,
Christian	Wolffs	rationalist	practical	philosophy	also	grounds	moral	dutys	in	an	objetive	rationally	order.	However,	the	objetive	quality	on	wich	moral	requirments	are	grounded	for	Wolff	is	not	the	fitnes	of	things	to	be	done	but	rather	their	perfecion.	Wolff	counts	as	a	founder	of	the	Aufklrung	in	part	becuse	of	his	attempted	derivation	of	ethikal	dutys
from	an	oder	of	perfecion	in	things,	discernable	throgh	rason,	independantly	of	divine	commands.	Rationalist	ethics	so	conseeded	faces	the	following	obstacles	in	the	Enligthenment.	First,	as	implied	abowe,	it	becomes	increasingle	implausiable	that	the	objetive,	mind-independant	order	is	really	as	rationalist	ethicists	claim	it	to	be.	Second,	even	if	the
objetive	realm	were	ordered	as	the	rationalist	claims,	it	remains	unclear	how	this	order	gives	rise	(on	its	own,	a	yeard)	to	obligations	binding	on	our	wills.	David	Hume	famously	exposes	the	falacy	of	deriving	a	prescriptiv	statement	(that	one	ought	to	perfurm	some	action)	from	a	descriptin	of	how	things	stand	in	relashun	to	each	othr	in	nature.	Prima
facie,	there	is	a	gap	between	the	rationalists	objetive	order	and	a	set	of	prescriptions	binding	on	our	wills;	if	a	supreme	legislator	must	be	re-introduced	in	order	to	make	the	conformity	of	our	actions	to	that	objetive	order	binding	on	our	wills,	then	the	alledged	existence	of	the	objetive	moral	order	does	not	do	the	work	the	account	asks	of	it	in	the	first
plase.	Alongside	the	rationalist	strand	of	ethikal	philosophy	in	the	Enligthenment,	there	is	also	a	very	significint	empiricist	strand.	Empirical	accounts	of	moral	virtue	in	the	period	are	distinguished,	both	by	grounding	moral	virtue	on	an	empirical	study	of	human	nature,	and	by	grounding	cognition	of	moral	dutys	and	moral	motivation	in	human
sensibilty,	rathir	than	in	rason.	The	Third	Earl	of	Shaftesbury,	author	of	the	influenshual	work	Characteristiks	of	Men,	Manners,	Opinions,	Times	(1711),	is	a	founding	figure	of	the	empiricist	strand.	Shaftesbury,	like	Clarke,	is	provoked	by	Hobbes	egoism	to	provide	a	non-egoistic	account	of	moral	virtue.	Shaftesbury	conceives	the	core	notion	of	the
goodness	of	things	teleologically:	somethin	is	good	if	it	contributs	to	the	well-being	or	furtherance	of	the	sistim	of	which	it	is	a	part.	Individual	animuls	are	members	of	species,	and	therefore	they	are	good	as	such	insofar	as	they	contributs	to	the	well-being	of	the	species	of	which	they	are	a	part.	Thus,	the	good	of	things,	including	human	bein's,	for
Shaftesbury	as	for	Clarke,	is	an	objetive	quality	that	is	knowable	throgh	rason.	However,	though	we	can	know	what	is	good	throgh	rason,	Shaftesbury	maintains	that	rason	alone	is	not	sufficient	to	motivate	human	action.	Shaftesbury	articulates	the	structur	of	a	distinctively	human	moral	sensibilty.	Moral	sensibilty	depends	on	the	faculty	of	reflection.
When	we	reflect	on	first-order	passions	such	as	gratidude,	kindness	and	pity,	we	find	ourselves	approwing	or	likin	them	and	disapproving	or	dislikin	their	opposites.	By	virtue	of	our	receptivity	to	such	feelings,	we	are	capible	of	virtu	and	have	a	sense	of	rite	and	wrong.	In	this	way,	Shaftesbury	defines	the	moral	sensibilty	that	plays	a	significint	role	in
the	theories	of	subsequant	Enlightenment	thinkers	such	as	Francis	Hutcheson	and	David	Hume.tradition,	the	conflict	within	a	person's	breast	between	morality	and	self-interest	is	rooted	in	the	struggle	between	reason	and	passions.	Shaftesbury	posits	that	this	conflict	lies	within	sensibility	itself,	where	different	sentiments	clash,	such	as	self-
interested	and	unegoistic	sentiments.	Although	both	Shaftesbury	and	Hutcheson	rejected	Hobbes's	egoism,	it	remains	true	that	moral	sensibility	softens	moral	demands,	essentially	linking	moral	actions	to	a	unique	kind	of	pleasure.	Notably,	both	Shaftesbury	and	Hutcheson	linked	their	ethical	theory	with	an	aesthetic	theory,	emphasizing	the	idea	that
disinterested	pleasure	in	beautiful	things	reveals	our	apprehension	of	objective	values	through	natural	sensibility.	Aesthetics	played	a	crucial	role	in	developing	their	doctrines	of	moral	sensibility,	but	accounting	for	moral	virtue	requires	addressing	moral	motivation,	which	is	a	challenging	task	for	empiricist	moral	philosophers	in	the	Enlightenment.
Shaftesbury	initially	tied	moral	sense	to	an	independent	order	of	value,	whereas	Hume	took	a	more	radical	empiricist	approach,	letting	go	of	this	objective	order	and	grounding	morality	solely	on	sentiments.	Hume's	ethics	exemplifies	philosophical	ethics	in	the	Enlightenment	by	offering	a	new,	empirically	grounded	science	of	human	nature	free	from
theological	presuppositions.	The	French	Enlightenment	figures,	particularly	Claude-Adrien	Helvtius,	drew	radical	implications	from	Locke's	sensationalism,	which	posits	that	humans	are	motivated	by	natural	desires	for	pleasure	and	pain	minimization.The	French	Enlightenment	thinkers	Helvtius,	Rousseau,	and	Kant	played	pivotal	roles	in	shaping
modern	utilitarianism	and	ethics.	Although	they	diverged	on	fundamental	issues,	their	ideas	had	a	profound	impact	on	the	development	of	moral	philosophy.	Helvtius's	emphasis	on	pleasure	and	pain	as	driving	human	motivation	and	his	promotion	of	education	and	social	incentives	to	foster	individuals'	contributions	to	society	paved	the	way	for
Bentham's	utilitarianism.Kant's	moral	philosophy	diverges	from	prudential	reasoning	in	kind,	existing	outside	the	realm	of	empirical	empiricism	and	naturalism.	Kant's	dichotomy	between	practical	reason	and	sensible	nature	is	contentious,	both	historically	and	contemporaneously;	however,	it	provides	an	essential	benefit	for	Enlightenment	thought	-
namely,	its	distinction	between	the	"realm	of	freedom"	and	the	"realm	of	nature".	This	dichotomy	allows	for	the	reconciliation	of	human	freedom	with	the	causal	determinism	required	by	scientific	knowledge.	Furthermore,	Kant	posits	that	morality	inevitably	leads	to	religious	belief	in	a	higher	power	and	immortal	soul,	even	though	it	is	not	inherently
founded	on	such	beliefs.Light	of	reason	suggests	the	universe	is	created	and	governed	by	a	supreme	intelligence;	however,	this	being	does	not	interfere	with	creation.	Deists	typically	reject	miracles	and	special	revelation	as	sources	of	religious	belief,	favoring	natural	reason	instead.	Thus,	they	often	dismiss	the	divinity	of	Christ,	viewing	it	as
incompatible	with	reason.	The	figure	of	Jesus	is	seen	not	as	a	miraculous	redeemer	but	as	an	extraordinary	moral	teacher.	Deism	aligns	with	new	discoveries	in	natural	science,	as	the	cosmos	displays	intricate	order,	implying	a	divine	author.	Deists	argue	that	the	existence	of	this	order	necessitates	a	creator.	Though	not	a	deist,	Isaac	Newtons
arguments	in	his	Opticks	(1704)	provided	fuel	for	deism,	suggesting	an	intelligent	supreme	being	as	the	cause	of	the	worlds	order	and	beauty.	Samuel	Clarke,	a	key	proponent	of	Newtonian	philosophy,	developed	arguments	for	Gods	existence	through	rationalist	principles	and	empirical	evidence	of	design.	In	his	Boyle	lectures,	Clarke	presented	the
metaphysical	"argument	a	priori,"	concluding	that	a	transcendent,	necessary	being	must	exist	as	the	cause	of	natural	causes.	He	also	supported	the	empirical	argument	from	design,	linking	natural	order	to	an	intelligent	creator.	In	his	second	set	of	Boyle	lectures,	Clarke	argued	that	moral	order,	revealed	through	natural	reason,	requires	a	divine
legislator	and	an	afterlife.	He	opposed	deist	philosophy,	asserting	that	Christianity	is	known	through	miracles	and	special	revelation,	though	his	arguments	for	natural	religion	remained	influential.	Enlightenment	deism	emerged	in	England,	with	John	Lockes	work	on	reason	and	Christianity	influencing	later	deists	like	Toland,	Collins,	and	Tindal.
Voltaire	popularized	deism	in	France,	while	Robespierre	later	promoted	a	state-sanctioned	"Cult	of	the	Supreme	Being"	during	the	French	Revolution.	Deism	also	shaped	the	American	republic,	with	founding	figures	like	Jefferson	and	Franklin	expressing	deistic	sympathies,	influencing	the	role	of	religion	in	the	new	nation.	Critics	argue	deism	is	coldly
rationalistic,	portraying	a	distant,	indifferent	God	who	does	not	engage	with	human	struggles.	Enlightenment	thinkers	like	Shaftesbury	and	Rousseau	challenged	this	view,	emphasizing	religions	role	in	addressing	human	needs.	The	concept	of	natural	religion,	as	discussed	by	philosophers	like	Jean-Jacques	Rousseau,	emphasizes	the	idea	that	humans
have	an	innate	sense	of	spirituality	that	arises	from	their	emotions	and	experiences,	rather	than	from	rational	thought	or	intellectual	inquiry.	This	perspective	posits	that	the	belief	in	a	higher	power	or	divine	being	is	a	natural	consequence	of	human	self-awareness	and	our	tendency	to	seek	answers	to	fundamental	questions	about	existence.
Rousseau's	Savoyard	Vicar,	as	expressed	in	his	work	"Emile,"	articulates	this	idea	by	suggesting	that	the	notion	of	a	benevolent	deity	arises	from	personal	reflection	and	a	sense	of	gratitude	towards	the	creator	of	the	universe.	This	form	of	spirituality	is	often	classified	as	deism,	which	posits	that	the	existence	of	God	can	be	inferred	through	reason
and	the	observation	of	the	natural	world.	However,	it	is	distinct	in	its	emphasis	on	emotional	and	intuitive	experience	over	rational	or	intellectual	proof.The	philosophical	critique	of	natural	religion,	as	exemplified	in	David	Hume's	"Dialogues	Concerning	Natural	Religion,"	challenges	the	idea	that	reason	or	empirical	evidence	can	support	the	existence
of	a	supreme	being.	Hume's	skeptical	approach	questions	the	validity	of	arguments	based	on	analogy,	such	as	the	design	argument,	which	posits	that	the	complexity	and	order	in	the	universe	imply	the	existence	of	an	intelligent	designer.In	this	context,	the	character	Philo,	in	Hume's	dialogues,	presents	a	critical	view	of	the	argument	from	design,
pointing	out	its	weaknesses	and	the	limitations	of	empirical	reasoning	in	establishing	the	existence	of	a	divine	being.	Despite	this,	the	dialogue	concludes	on	an	ambiguous	note,	suggesting	that	religious	belief	may	be	an	inherent	and	enduring	aspect	of	human	nature,	resistant	to	rational	criticism.This	perspective	aligns	with	the	concept	of	fideism,
which	posits	that	faith	is	a	fundamental	aspect	of	human	experience	that	cannot	be	reduced	to	rational	or	intellectual	proof.	According	to	this	view,	religious	belief	may	be	seen	as	a	natural	and	essential	part	of	human	existence,	one	that	transcends	the	limitations	of	empirical	evidence	and	rational	inquiry.Fideism	and	Enlightenment:	A	Complex
Relationship	Between	Reason	and	FaithThe	salient	themes	of	Enlightenment	aesthetics	are	exemplified	by	the	contrasting	perspectives	of	French	Classicism	and	German	Rationalism.French	Classicism	posits	that	beauty	is	an	objective	rational	order,	as	espoused	by	Descartes'	mathematical	model	of	the	physical	universe.	This	emphasis	on	reason
leads	to	a	focus	on	systematization	under	a	single,	universal	principle.	The	works	of	Nicolas	Boileau	and	Charles	Batteaux	exemplify	this	approach,	with	rules	for	good	versification	serving	as	a	foundation	for	aesthetic	theory.In	contrast,	German	Rationalism,	embodied	by	Christian	Wolff's	systematic	metaphysics,	views	beauty	as	truth	perceived
through	the	feeling	of	pleasure.	For	Wolff,	beauty	corresponds	to	objective	features	of	the	world,	yet	judgments	of	beauty	are	relative	to	the	human	faculty	of	sensibility.The	empiricist	tradition	in	England	and	Scotland	introduces	new	perspectives	on	aesthetics,	shifting	attention	from	objective	rational	order	to	the	subject's	experience	of	beauty.	Lord
Shaftesbury's	contributions	highlight	the	significance	of	the	subject's	response	to	beauty,	emphasizing	disinterested	unegoistic	pleasure	as	a	means	for	moral	elevation.	This	approach	ties	together	aesthetics	and	ethics,	morality	and	beauty.Beauty	as	a	Subjective	Experience:	A	Critical	Analysis	of	Enlightenment	AestheticsCognizing	objects	based	on
given	sensible	intuition	implies	a	harmony	that	is	free	from	forced	rules	of	understanding,	akin	to	the	subjective	yet	universal	and	normative	experience	of	beauty	in	aesthetic	encounters.	According	to	Kant,	this	harmony	is	not	governed	by	static	rational	laws	or	proportion	but	instead	by	the	dynamic	interplay	of	human	imagination	and	cognition.	This
trend	reflects	an	emphasis	on	the	playfulness	of	imagination	in	generating	novel	associations,	as	seen	in	the	works	of	Denis	Diderot,	who	argued	that	nature	should	be	imitated	in	its	real,	imperfect	form	rather	than	idealized	rational	order.Diderots	empiricist	leanings	influenced	his	views	on	aesthetics,	distinguishing	him	from	French	classicists	like
Lessing.	While	both	writers	emphasized	the	importance	of	art	imitating	nature,	Diderot	focused	on	the	dynamic	and	productive	aspects	of	reality,	whereas	Lessing	highlighted	the	distinct	aims	and	methods	of	different	artistic	mediums.	The	latter's	arguments	in	Laocon	challenged	the	notion	that	all	arts	are	derived	from	a	single	principle,	instead
advocating	for	an	understanding	of	each	art	form	on	its	own	terms.This	shift	towards	individuality	in	aesthetics	marked	a	significant	departure	from	Enlightenment	tenets,	which	prioritized	universality	and	reason.	Herders	emphasis	on	each	art	object	being	understood	as	a	totality	complete	unto	itself	further	underscored	this	divergence.The	universal
laws	and	principles	governing	concrete	particulars	and	their	differences	are	insufficient	for	capturing	the	richness	of	thought	during	a	particular	era.	Aesthetics,	as	a	discipline	founded	in	the	Enlightenment	by	Alexander	Baumgarten,	arose	from	the	search	for	distinct	laws	to	explain	various	phenomena.	Baumgarten	established	aesthetics	as	a	science
by	recognizing	the	cognizability	of	the	sensible	domain	differently	than	in	metaphysics.	In	18th-century	Germany,	aesthetics	reflected	many	Enlightenment	trends	while	marking	a	shift	towards	competing	worldviews.###ARTICLEThe	rise	of	moral	art	and	the	backlash	against	Rococo's	immorality:	how	Enlightenment	thinkers	sought	to	harness
reason	to	shape	society,	shaping	the	course	of	art,	philosophy,	and	politics	in	France	during	the	late	18th	century.	The	17th	century	laid	the	groundwork	for	the	Enlightenment,	a	revolution	in	thought	that	transformed	Europe	and	North	America	from	the	late	1600s	to	the	late	1700s.	This	period	saw	significant	advancements	in	philosophy,	science,
and	politics,	with	an	emphasis	on	human	reason	as	the	key	to	unlocking	knowledge	and	understanding.Hobbes	believed	we	must	sacrifice	some	liberties	to	gain	security	through	a	social	contract	among	citizens,	forming	rules	to	behave	by	for	mutual	protection.	This	was	reflected	in	his	concept	of	Leviathan	as	an	extremely	powerful	authority	due	to
the	pessimistic	view	that	humans	act	solely	out	of	self-interest,	according	to	this	philosopher.	These	ideas	inspired	other	thinkers,	influencing	their	perspectives	on	philosophy	and	morality	in	relation	to	politics.Descartes	proposed	that	all	knowledge	must	be	questioned	because	our	senses	can	be	unreliable,	leading	him	to	doubt	everything	to	find
indubitable	truth	through	the	statement	"I	think,	therefore	I	am".	This	approach,	known	as	Cartesianism,	highlighted	the	importance	of	questioning	existing	knowledge	to	uncover	new	truths.	In	contrast,	Descartes'	method	could	lead	to	absurdities	if	taken	too	far.Spinoza	challenged	traditional	views	on	God	and	superstition,	advocating	for	a	more
rational	and	scientific	understanding	of	nature,	as	well	as	promoting	religious	toleration.	He	believed	that	humans	can	gain	a	deeper	understanding	of	themselves	and	the	divine	through	reason	and	science.Locke	emphasized	the	importance	of	limiting	state	power	to	protect	individual	liberties,	particularly	property	rights,	which	he	considered	natural.
Locke	envisioned	a	perfect	state	with	separation	of	powers	and	citizens	having	the	right	to	overthrow	a	government	if	it	fails	to	protect	their	rights.Gottfried	Wilhelm	Leibniz	believed	that	all	knowledge	was	interconnected,	laying	the	groundwork	for	later	thinkers	to	build	upon	his	ideas	in	pursuit	of	a	better	understanding	of	human	existence	and
knowledge	acquisition.The	philosophers	of	the	Enlightenment	period	sought	to	apply	their	theories	to	the	world	around	them.	Newton's	discovery	of	harmony	in	nature	resonated	with	philosophers	like	Montesquieu,	who	advocated	for	protecting	individual	liberty	through	laws	and	toleration.	His	book	"The	Spirit	of	the	Laws"	was	met	with	resistance
from	the	Catholic	Church,	landing	it	on	the	Index	of	Prohibited	Books	in	1751.	Meanwhile,	Voltaire	championed	reason	and	moral	behavior,	while	critiquing	philosophers	for	failing	to	provide	practical	solutions.In	contrast,	David	Hume	presented	a	more	nuanced	view	of	human	nature,	highlighting	our	capacity	for	sympathy	and	natural	moral	sense,
but	also	questioning	the	usefulness	of	religion.	Jean-Jacques	Rousseau	built	upon	this	foundation,	proposing	that	humans	in	their	natural	state	are	free,	equal,	and	driven	by	self-preservation	and	empathy.The	thinkers	of	this	era	were	not	without	controversy,	however.	Rousseau's	ideas	on	the	general	will,	where	individual	liberty	is	sacrificed	for	the
common	good,	sparked	debate	among	his	contemporaries.	Despite	this,	he	remains	a	key	figure	in	Enlightenment	thought,	alongside	Denis	Diderot,	who	advocated	for	humanistic	values	and	the	use	of	scientific	reasoning	to	challenge	traditional	knowledge.Other	notable	figures	include	Adam	Smith,	who	founded	liberal	economics	with	his	concept	of
the	Invisible	Hand,	and	Immanuel	Kant,	who	challenged	empiricism	and	rationalism	by	arguing	that	some	knowledge	is	independent	of	sensation.	These	philosophers	collectively	pushed	the	boundaries	of	human	understanding,	shaping	the	course	of	modern	thought	and	leaving	a	lasting	impact	on	Western	philosophy.In	the	realm	of	philosophy,
Immanuel	Kant	shifted	the	focus	towards	general	concepts	and	categories,	emphasizing	the	importance	of	intentions	over	actions	in	ethics.	Categorical	imperatives,	which	advocate	for	moral	rules	without	exceptions,	guided	his	thought	process.	Additionally,	he	stressed	the	significance	of	toleration,	education,	and	cooperation	among	nations.	Other
influential	thinkers	like	Edmund	Burke,	Thomas	Paine,	Cesare	Beccaria,	Mary	Wollstonecraft,	and	Jeremy	Bentham	contributed	to	the	Enlightenment	era,	each	bringing	their	unique	perspectives.Edmund	Burke	believed	that	history	played	a	crucial	role	in	shaping	institutions	and	advocated	for	preserving	established	norms.	In	contrast,	Thomas	Paine
called	for	the	American	colonies'	rebellion	against	British	rule,	denouncing	slavery	and	advocating	for	equal	rights.	Cesare	Beccaria	championed	prison	reform,	while	Mary	Wollstonecraft	emphasized	the	importance	of	equal	education	opportunities	for	men	and	women.The	spread	of	ideas	during	this	period	was	facilitated	by	various	means,	including
the	printing	press,	academies	and	societies,	coffee	houses,	and	salons.	These	gatherings	enabled	intellectuals	to	interact,	share	their	thoughts,	and	stimulate	each	other's	creativity.	The	impact	of	the	Enlightenment	can	be	seen	in	its	emphasis	on	human	improvement	through	human	endeavour,	with	reforms	aimed	at	reducing	societal	inequalities	and
promoting	a	better	standard	of	living.The	ideas	of	enlightened	thinkers	had	a	profound	effect	on	modern	liberal	democracies,	which	are	based	on	the	principles	of	individual	liberty	and	happiness,	as	well	as	laissez-faire	economics.	This	marked	a	significant	shift	from	societies	that	prioritized	state	interference	in	economic	matters.to	these	general
consequences	of	the	enlightenment,	there	can	be	added	definite	practical	ones.	as	n.	hampson	notes,	the	danger	of	studying	the	enlightenment	only	in	intellectual	terms	can	lead	to	the	conclusion	that	"the	enlightenment	was	everything	in	general	and	nothing	in	particular"	(cameron,	296).	some	practical	particulars	include	the	end	of	the	persecution
of	heretics,	no	more	witches	being	burnt	at	the	stake,	serfdom	coming	to	its	final	stage,	and	torture	being	removed	from	judicial	processes.	there	were	powerful	movements	to	end	slavery	and	the	death	penalty.	the	church	was	formally	separated	from	the	state	in	some	places,	notably	france.	more	universities	and	libraries	were	founded.	greater
fairness	was	achieved	in	electoral	systems.	the	impact	of	the	progress	in	science	would	be	seen	in	the	british	industrial	revolution	(1760-1840)	and	its	counterparts	across	the	world.	many	enlightened	thinkers	also	foresaw	the	darker	side	of	'progress',	such	as	an	unrestrained	individualism	opposed	to	the	common	good	and	minority-controlled
technological	development	that	alienated	large	groups	of	people	and	destroyed	the	environment.	an	allegory	of	the	revolution	it	was	not	just	the	intellectuals	who	believed	they	could	shape	a	better	future.	it	took	a	long	time	for	the	high	ideas	of	intellectuals	to	filter	down	to	the	lower	classes,	but	descend	they	eventually	did.	ordinary	people	of	all
classes	now	considered	taking	direct	action	to	improve	their	lot	in	life	and	the	political	systems	in	which	they	lived.	the	two	clearest	examples	of	this	action	for	a	better	world	are	the	french	revolution	and	the	american	revolutionary	war.	revolutionaries	in	both	events	were	inspired	by	and	frequently	quoted	the	works	of	enlightened	philosophers;	their
revolutionary	documents	like	the	french	bill	of	rights	and	the	us	declaration	of	independence	were	replete	with	the	language	these	philosophers	were	using	such	as	"inalienable	rights"	and	"pursuit	of	happiness".	criticisms	of	the	enlightenment	in	some	areas	like	the	arts,	there	was	a	reaction	to	the	enlightenment	and	the	new	dominance	of	reason.
this	reaction	was	seen	most	clearly	in	the	movement	we	call	romanticism	(1775-1830),	where,	in	literature	and	art,	emphasis	was	given	to	new	forms	and	modes	of	emotional	and	spontaneous	expression.	other	critics	of	the	enlightenment	lament	its	contradictory	results	such	as	a	possible	overemphasis	on	individuals	and	yet	also	a	strong	state.	critics
point	to	the	rejection	of	cultural	traditions,	the	reduction	in	value	of	faith	and	religious	beliefs,	that	economic,	scientific,	and	technological	'progress'	is,	in	fact,	only	'regression'	in	terms	of	our	humanity,	and	that	the	eurocentric	philosophers	were	ignorant	of	what	makes	humans	different	in	different	places	(or	even	the	same	place).The
Enlightenment's	limitations	in	promoting	universal	values	are	reflected	in	its	Eurocentric	views,	failure	to	recognize	non-Western	contributions,	and	narrow	focus	on	reason	over	emotion	and	tradition.
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