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Trombone position chart

Trombone Fingering Chart.pdfFile Size: 1173 kbFile Type: pdfDownload File Trombone Extended Chart.pdfFile Size: 1282 kbFile Type: pdfDownload File The fingering chart in the back of the typical band method shows trombone notes one at a time, from lowest to highest, spread across two pages. The StepWise Trombone Slide Position Chart
organizes all notes into the overtone series (by partials), according to slide position, making it more effective at helping students make sense of the notes and fingering on the trombone. It shows all the notes on one single-sided page! This allows young trombonists to place the chart on their music stand and use it frequently as they encounter
unfamiliar notes.This free chart makes it much easier for young musicians to memorize the notes AND to play each note on the correct partial. It also gives teachers a powerful tool for physically pointing out exactly where a note should be (how high or low, and in which position) when students are playing it wrong. Using these charts in combination
with the StepWise flashcards is one of the great keys to my success as a music teacher! Trombone students tend to learn the notes of their B-Flat Major Scale very well, but struggle with many other notes (such as that horrible E-Natural), including less common accidentals and notes in the upper and lower ranges of the instrument.These flashcards
will help beginning (and more advanced) trombonists to learn, memorize, and master every note, note name, and slide position on the trombone. They can be used in class with a variety of strategies and games (8 are provided), as well as at home. Imagine the possibilities when parents are able to effectively help and coach their young musicians at
home! On StepWise trombone fingering charts the trombone positions are shown across the bottom, and are shown in relation to the bell. Notice that 3rd position is not really AT the bell, but slightly BEFORE it.It is also important to notice that the distance between each position is slightly longer than the one before it. This is because according to the
natural laws of acoustics, half-steps are not linear multiples of the frequencies of neighboring tones. For details on how to find the wavelengths of half-steps and other intervals, click here. The StepWise slide position chart accurately demonstrates the length of each position from the mouthpiece.The most unique thing about this chart is that it
shows how high or low to "buzz" your lips in order to hit each note. The horizontal slanted lines are called a "partials", or sometimes an "overtone". To play the A-flat note shown here you must place the slide in 3rd position and then buzz the mouthpiece up to the 3rd Partial. Most fingering charts do not show how high or low a note is, only the slide
position. Want to hear what incredible sounds the trombone is capable of making? Check out this YouTube video of the Professors Trombone Choir of the Southeast Trombone Symposium playing themes from the original Superman movie, scored by John Williams. Wow!! The trombone has been in use since the early 1400's, and was the first brass
instrument that made playing all chromatic tones possible. For a detailed history of the trombone, click here.It was first associated with religious music, and was commonly played in churches and cathedrals. The trombone began appearing in secular orchestral music at the time of Mozart, and became a standard orchestral instrument at the time of
Beethoven.What makes the trombone unique among brass instruments is the hand slide, which is moved continually while playing. Other brass instruments have tuning slides, but they are only moved in or out when adjusting the intonation of the instrument. To see all the parts of a trombone, click here, and to explore the parts in greater detail, see
this website. These are the fundamental notes and positions you need to learn. This slide position chart shows where the bar of the outer slide should be in each position. The top line is valid for all tenor and bass trombones, the second line for all bass trombones and tenor trombones with an F-attachment, and the last line is only for bass trombones.
The notes that are commonly played in each position without any attachments engaged are as follows: 5y 1: Bb, F, Bb', D', F' 2: A, E, A', C#', E' 3: Ab, Eb, Ab', C', Eb' 4: G', D, G, B, D' (alt) 5: Gb', Db, Gb, Bb' (alt), Db' (alt) 6: F', C, F (alt), A' (alt), C' (alt) 7: E', B, E (alt), G#' (alt), B' (alt) 7: E2/Fb2 B2/Cb2 F#3/Gb3 C#4/Db4 G#4/Ab4 6: E#2/F2 B#3/C3 G3
D4 A4 5: F#2/Gb2 C#3/Db3 G#3/Ab3 D#4/Eb4 A#4/Bb4 4: G2 D3 A3 E4/Fb4 B4/Cb4 3: G#2/Ab2 D#3/Eb3 A#3/Bb3 E#4/F4 B#5/C5 2: A2 E3/Fb3 B3/Cb3 F#4/Gb4 C#5/Db5 1: A#2/Bb2 E#3/F3 B#4/C4 G4 D5 You should notice a pattern. Some trombones include an F attachment. The attachment makes the instrument the equivalent of 5 positions
longer when the trigger is activated. This allows the player to play 6th position notes in 1st, and 7th position notes in 2nd. The trigger can also extend the range of the instrument by allowing the player to reach lower notes than usually possible by using the trigger beyond 2nd position. Share — copy and redistribute the material in any medium or
format for any purpose, even commercially. Adapt — remix, transform, and build upon the material for any purpose, even commercially. The licensor cannot revoke these freedoms as long as you follow the license terms. Attribution — You must give appropriate credit , provide a link to the license, and indicate if changes were made . You may do so in
any reasonable manner, but not in any way that suggests the licensor endorses you or your use. ShareAlike — If you remix, transform, or build upon the material, you must distribute your contributions under the same license as the original. No additional restrictions — You may not apply legal terms or technological measures that legally restrict
others from doing anything the license permits. You do not have to comply with the license for elements of the material in the public domain or where your use is permitted by an applicable exception or limitation . No warranties are given. The license may not give you all of the permissions necessary for your intended use. For example, other rights
such as publicity, privacy, or moral rights may limit how you use the material. See my instructional videos on my Norlan Bewley YouTube Channel The Motorsport Images Collections captures events from 1895 to today’s most recent coverage.Discover The CollectionCurated, compelling, and worth your time. Explore our latest gallery of

Editors’ Picks.Browse Editors' FavoritesExperience AlI-Powered CreativityThe Motorsport Images Collections captures events from 1895 to today’s most recent coverage.Discover The CollectionCurated, compelling, and worth your time. Explore our latest gallery of Editors’ Picks.Browse Editors' FavoritesExperience Al-Powered CreativityThe
Motorsport Images Collections captures events from 1895 to today’s most recent coverage.Discover The CollectionCurated, compelling, and worth your time. Explore our latest gallery of Editors’ Picks.Browse Editors' FavoritesExperience Al-Powered Creativity Playing the trombone is a lot different from playing most other instruments. It is the only
brass instrument that doesn't have valves. Instead, you use the slide to alter the length of the tubing.The trombone reads music in concert pitch using bass clef, with no transposition needed. While bass clef is most common, trombonists may encounter tenor, alto, and treble clefs as they advance, particularly in orchestral music. Learn more about keys
and clefs here. The number under the staff indicates slide position:Basic notes in each partial. Notes in parentheses are considered alternate positions.There are a total of 7 basic positions on a trombone, each a semi-tone apart.The slide chart below will give you a visual reference of how to position the slide.Olek Remesz (wiki-pl: Orem, commons:
Orem), CC BY-SA 3.0 <, via Wikimedia Commons (edited by Kevin Christensen)1st position: Almost all the way in. 2nd position: Between 1 and 3 3rd position 3: Just before the bell 4th position: Slide lined up with the bell 5th position: No-one knows between 4 and 6. 6th position: Just before the stockings 7th position: Just before the slide falls off.Use
it as a visual guide but remember to use your ears. Depending on the note you are trying to play and your particular instrument you will have to make small adjustments.Practice with a piano, or, if you don't have a piano or keyboard, use an online "piano" like this or an app on your phone.Embouchure is the word used to describe the facial muscles
used to play brass instruments. It is a French word that roughly translates as "mouth embrace". To play any brass instrument, your embouchure must be strong and in control.Simply put, the embouchure is how you position your lips on the mouthpiece to get a particular sound.By tightening or loosening your embouchure you can play the full range of
the instrument.In effect, you can play a whole range of notes in any given slide position.To get us up to speed here's a picture of a trombone:Olek Remesz (wiki-pl: Orem, commons: Orem), CC BY-SA 3.0 <, via Wikimedia Commonstuning slide mouthpiece bell water key main slide second slide brace first slide brace slide lock ring * Click the note on
the sheet to show the position to use. * If there are two ways to play it, click the Switch Position button to switch between the two. - the truth about the 7 trombone slide positions and where to find every note. The trombone has 7 slide positions, and you can play a selection of notes on each slide position. The notes are based on the harmonic series
(or overtone series). The harmonic series on the first slide position starts on the tone Bb, usually considered the base note of the trombone. (Unlike trumpets that are transposing instruments, trombone players actually call the notes by their real name, so when we say Bb we mean Bb. When trumpet players say Bb they mean Ab. And when trumpet
players claim that C is their base note, they too are talking about Bb, just one octave above the trombone.) The notes on the first slide position In theory, there is no upper limit for what notes you can play on any given slide position on the trombone (this goes for all brass instruments). Your embouchure and strength and technique will set the limit.
These are the notes you can play in 1st position. The smaller the notes get, the harder they are to play. You will probably need to be a professional trombone player to hit the very highest notes, and even if you can actually play them, you might not be able to put them into good use. Playable (more or less...). notes on first slide position on the
trombone. Note that the Ab is too flat when played in first position. As with many other notes on the trombone, it can be played on more than one slide position, and is usually played in 3rd slide position. The observant reader might have noticed that the intervals get smaller and smaller as you go up in the range. These are the intervals going up:
octave (from the pedal Bb which is actually kind of a fake note, more on that another day) fifth fourth major third (slightly too large) minor third (slightly too large) minor third (slightly too small) major second etc. This is all due to the physics of the trombone and the wavelengths of the individual notes. Let’s not dig deeper there for now. The notes on
the second slide position When you move the slide one position further out, the row of notes will be transposed down a minor second, just as if you move a capo one fret closer to the head on a guitar. That means that these are the common notes found on the 2nd slide position: As you move to 3rd slide position, the first note will be Ab, etc. As I
mentioned before, this means that several notes can be played on different slide positions. The higher the note, the more slide options there usually are. This is why trombone players use alternate positions. Sometimes it is more convenient to play an F on the 6th slide position instead of 1st. Take a look at the Ultimate Trombone Slide Chart further
down in the article. Here you will be able to spot all the notes that can be played on more than one slide position as well as the slight adjustments needed for certain notes on certain positions. Trombone position chart But before moving on to the more advanced stuff, here is the trombone slide chart again. It includes all the trombone slide positions
and the notes you can play on each position. Click to see the position chart in full size. And before we round this chapter off, and move on to the more advanced stuff, here is a complete list of the notes on a trombone, their name and what slide position they are found at. Note that many of the notes could be played with alternate positions as well, but
this is the most common solution. Chapter 2: The twenty positions trombone or rather: A trombone lesson about intonation “The Divine Slide Trombone is the only instrument that in theory can play in perfect tune, but in practice never does.” Sokrates, March 17, 421 B.C. Luckily, since his days, trombones have evolved and are now made of metal
instead of marble. And many trombone players have learned to actually play in tune as well! But Sokrates was on to something. Since we have a slide instead of valves, we can actually adjust the pitch and make it perfect without compensating with the lips. On a brass instrument with valves, you have to do the fine-tuning with the embouchure, and on
some notes with a trigger. So, what about that 20 positions trombone? While most textbooks and teachers (and me earlier in this article) argue that the trombone has 7 positions, I say that trombones actually have more than 20 positions. There are tones on the trombone that you will have to adjust the slide slightly in order to play in tune. A good
example is the high G on 2nd position, where you have to adjust the slide to somewhere in between 1st and 2nd position to play it in tune. Try playing G, B, and D on 4th position without moving the slide on your trombone and without adjusting the pitch with your embouchure. Can you hear that they are out of tune? When the G is in tune, the B will
be a bit sharp and the D a bit flat. Now try it with small adjustments and make sure every note is in pitch. Intonating major triads Now, to make it a bit more confusing, you might be aware of the fact that in a major triad, the third should be held down and the fifth should be held up. Looking at for example above with the G major triad played in 4th
position, I suggest that on the trombone, you should hold the third (B) up a bit and the 5th (G) slightly down - the opposite of the best practice for triads. This is due to the physics of the trombone and harmonic series, and this overrules the best practice of triad intonation. The ultimate trombone slide chart Take a look at the trombone slide chart
below. Here you can see that there are many variations of each slide position, depending on the note you play. There can be 4 or more small variations on a single slide position depending on the note you play and the trombone model. As a rule of thumb, You should be aware of all the minor changes and try to incorporate them into your playing
without having to think about it. Note that the amount of adjustment needed will vary from trombone to trombone. My Shires trombone calls for slightly bigger adjustments than some of my other horns, so try it out on your trombone and see how much adjustment is needed. Please note that the amount of variation within one slide position varies from
trombone to trombone, and also from player to player. So you might not end up agreeing 100% with the chart below, but it is a good starting point when you want to dig deep into trombone intonation on your instrument. Alternate positions slide chart As you might know, many notes on the trombone can be played in more than one position. Take a
look at these charts and see the complete list of possible alternate slide positions for each note on the trombone. Theory vs. practice in trombone intonation So, in practice, is this how pro players make sure that they play in tune? Not really. It all comes down to being able to hear the note you are about to play before you play it, and have the correct
pitch in your head. This way you can actually play in tune without having the slide in the exact position. But knowing about all these sub-divided positions will help you hit the pitch you are aiming for. So when playing in an ensemble, there are three ways to make sure you play in tune: Listen... Listen... And listen some more! Long note intonation
Remember that when playing a long note, you might actually have to correct the pitch halfway if the chord is changing. Try playing these two chords with some fellow musicians and see what happens with the top note when the other two change notes. You will have to intonate the B in the second bar up slightly since the function changes from being
the third in a major G chord to becoming the fifth in a major E chord. Chapter 3: trombone slides compared to valve brass instruments The basic principles are the same for all brass instruments: you have some tubing that can be made longer in order to be able to play lower notes. This is very obvious and visual on the trombone, but can it be
compared to how a trumpet or baritone horn works? Yes! On the slide trombone, there are 7 positions. On a baritone horn, euphonium, or trumpet there are... wait for it... 7 possible valve combinations! This means that we can compare trombone slides with valve combinations. Here is how it compares one-to-one between a euphonium (or a baritone
horn ) and a trombone. Note that the relationship between the trombone and trumpet is the same, the trumpet’s fundamentals just sound one octave higher. Trombone 1st position < euphonium no valves engaged Trombone 2nd position < euphonium 2nd valve engaged Trombone 3rd position < euphonium 1st valve engaged Trombone 4th position <
euphonium 1st + 2nd valve engaged Trombone 5th position < euphonium 2nd + 3rd valve engaged Trombone 6th position < euphonium 1st + 3rd valve engaged Trombone 7th position < euphonium 1st + 2nd + 3rd valve engaged As the clever brass musician can read from this, the first valve lowers a brass instrument a major second, the second
valve lowers a brass instrument a minor second, and the third valve lowers a brass instrument a minor third. Conclusion I hope this article has enlightened you regarding the trombone slide positions. Consider printing the trombone slide chart and hanging it at relevant places such as your local bus stop and supermarket. Have fun playing in tune, and
don’t get lost among all those slide positions! Check out this trombone sheet music resource - I promise that it will make you move that slide! Or go ahead and brush off those major scales.
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