
	

https://terozinupulozot.nurepikis.com/653254523383075977954604852308307903837861?latoraxamurikurubixepexov=wunipedonuvotizifazamatodirunavebapavaguvebiresawexetigarimugukekedowipupowitujexojuvizufewapupixadajobigexakuvupobuvilebijukuvofugogunibetizidubinegipizaresepawadipomitetugodonogibatikaboretopuxofipemoleb&utm_kwd=what+is+morphology+in+language&dudolawugegedovubudenenojumusewujanatabusepigokalumekexaxotufifaluxifukago=sipezavarenekafibawinulukomiduwidaxokijemevofixovafavepoxaravofexoluxolopanonasezasawosirewesilogogevimegagufakumoriwoj
























The	Literacy	How	Professional	Learning	Series	translates	the	latest	reading	research	into	how-to	instruction.	The	Knowledge	to	Practice	book	SeriesPhonemic	Awareness	and	Phonics,	Syntax,	Vocabulary,	and	Comprehensionis	based	on	the	current	and	comprehensive	Literacy	How	reading	model.	It	draws	upon	the	authors	decades	of	expertise	and
experience	working	with	thousands	of	general	and	special	education	teachers.	The	Series	emphasizes	Pre-K-3rd	grade	conceptual	and	skill	development.	Teachers	of	older	emerging	or	struggling	readers	will	also	find	these	tools	useful.	Morphology	is	the	study	of	how	parts	of	words,	called	morphemes,	create	different	meanings	by	combining	with
each	other	or	standing	alone.	For	example,	if	you	take	the	morpheme	cookie	and	add	the	suffix	s,	you	create	a	new	wordcookies,	a	plural	form	with	a	slightly	different	meaning	than	the	singular	form.Morphology	is	a	crucial	part	of	lexicology,	the	study	of	words	and	their	meanings,	as	well	as	etymology,	the	study	of	how	words	originate	and	evolve.	But
even	if	youre	not	a	linguist,	morphological	analysis	is	still	a	great	tool	for	improving	your	English.	Below	we	explain	everything	you	need	to	know,	starting	with	the	question,	What	is	morphology?	Grammarly	helps	you	communicate	confidently	What	is	morphology	in	writing?Morphology	deals	with	parts	of	words	called	morphemes.	Morphological
analysis	looks	at	how	morphemes	can	be	combined	or	separated	to	make	different	words	with	different	meanings.The	most	common	examples	are	plural	nouns.	Usually	a	nouns	root	word	alone	means	the	singular	version;	for	example,	for	the	morpheme	cat,	the	root	word	cat	means	one	cat.	To	talk	about	two	or	more	cats,	we	take	the	morpheme	cat
and	add	an	s	to	the	end;	this	is	because	spelling	plurals	with	s	or	es	is	common	in	English.	Understanding	the	relationship	between	cat,	cats,	and	the	suffix	s	is	all	part	of	morphology.If	youve	never	heard	of	morphology	before,	dont	worrymost	people	havent.	Like	lexicology	and	etymology,	morphology	is	an	academic	topic	studied	mainly	by	linguists
and	other	language	researchers.	Still,	understanding	morphological	analysis	can	help	anyone	communicate	more	effectively.For	one	thing,	morphology	can	improve	your	reading	comprehension	by	helping	you	understand	the	meanings	of	words	youve	never	seen	before.	Morphology	can	also	answer	a	lot	of	frustrating	questions,	like	why	some	words
are	spelled	weirdly	or	why	irregular	words	dont	follow	the	normal	rules.Moreover,	studying	morphology	introduces	you	to	new	morphemes,	which	expands	your	vocabulary	and	teaches	you	brand-new	words.	This,	along	with	other	techniques	from	our	writing	guide,	can	only	improve	your	writing.What	are	morphemes?A	morpheme	is	the	smallest	part
of	a	word	that	still	has	a	meaning.	For	example,	the	word	tree	is	a	morpheme,	but	if	you	shorten	it	to	tr	or	ee,	it	loses	all	meaning.There	are	two	types	of	morphemes:1	Free	morphemes	are	morphemes	that	can	exist	independently	as	individual	words.	These	are	typically	root	or	base	words,	like	the	free	morpheme	comfort.2	Bound	morphemes	are
morphemes	that	cannot	exist	independently	and	must	be	used	together	with	a	base	word.	These	are	typically	affixesprefixes	or	suffixeslike	the	bound	morphemes	un-	and	able	in	the	word	uncomfortable.Lets	look	at	another	morpheme	example:	deconstruction.	In	this	word,	there	are	three	morphemes:	construct,	de-,	and	ion.	Only	construct	is	a	free
morpheme;	on	its	own	it	is	still	a	complete	word.	However,	de	and	ion	are	bound	morphemes;	neither	is	a	complete	word	that	makes	sense	when	used	alone.Morphemes	vs.	syllablesMorphemes	are	often	confused	with	syllables	because	both	are	used	to	break	up	words	into	smaller	parts.	However,	the	two	are	not	related.While	morphemes	are	parts	of
words	broken	up	by	meaning,	syllables	are	parts	of	words	broken	up	by	sound.	Syllables	are	typically	individual	sounds	in	a	word,	almost	always	involving	a	vowel	and	usually	with	an	additional	consonant	sound	or	two.	For	example,	the	word	caterpillar	has	four	syllables:	caterpillar.However,	morphemes	arent	based	on	sound,	so	a	single	morpheme
can	have	more	than	one	syllable.	For	example,	the	entire	word	caterpillar	is	still	just	one	morpheme,	even	though	its	four	syllables.What	are	free	morphemes?Free	morphemes	are	any	morphemes	that	work	on	their	own,	including	individual	words.	However,	free	morphemes	dont	always	need	to	be	alone;	they	can	also	be	combined	with	bound
morphemes	to	make	new	and	more	advanced	words.	In	this	sense,	free	morphemes	are	usually	the	root	or	base	words	in	complex	constructions.	Thats	just	one	of	the	many	reasons	why	its	helpful	to	learn	roots.What	are	bound	morphemes?Unlike	free	morphemes,	bound	morphemes	cannot	be	used	alone	and	must	be	used	together	with	free
morphemes.	To	put	it	another	way,	bound	morphemes	are	not	complete	words.	You	can	easily	identify	bound	morphemes	because	theyre	affixes	like	suffixes	or	prefixes.Free	morphemes	vs.	bound	morphemes:	ExampleBecause	free	morphemes	and	bound	morphemes	are	often	combined,	its	important	to	understand	their	differences.	Lets	look	at	an
example:independentIndependent	has	three	morphemes,	but	only	one	of	them	is	a	free	morpheme:	depend.	You	can	use	this	free	morpheme	by	itself	with	no	additions.My	dog	and	I	depend	on	each	other.The	other	two	morphemes	in	independent	are	in-	and	-ent,	and	theyre	both	bound	morphemes.	The	prefix	in	is	a	negative	affix	that	negates	the
meaning	of	the	base	word;	so	if	depend	means	to	need	something,	the	prefix	in-	changes	the	meaning	to	does	not	need	something.	The	suffix	-ent	is	a	grammatical	morpheme	used	to	turn	a	word	into	an	adjective	or	a	noun.Put	all	those	morphemes	together,	and	you	have	a	brand	new	word,	independent.	This	word	has	a	completely	different	meaning
than	its	base	word,	depend,	and	is	even	a	different	part	of	speech	(depend	is	a	verb,	while	independent	is	an	adjective).My	independent	cat	can	survive	happily	without	me.What	are	affixes?Affixes	refer	to	prefixes	and	suffixes,	which	are	small	bound	morphemes	that	change	the	meaning	of	the	base	words	they	attach	to.	However,	because	theyre
bound	morphemes,	they	cannot	exist	on	their	own	and	must	combine	with	base	words.Prefixes	are	affixes	that	come	at	the	beginning	of	a	word.	One	of	the	most	common	prefixes	is	un-,	a	negative	prefix	that	negates	the	meaning	of	the	base	word.	For	example,	if	you	add	the	prefix	un	to	the	base	word	do,	it	means	to	cancel	or	reverse	an	action.I	spent
all	night	undoing	the	interns	mistakes.Suffixes,	on	the	other	hand,	are	affixes	that	come	at	the	end	of	a	word.	In	addition	to	making	plural	nouns,	suffixes	are	often	used	for	grammar,	such	as	changing	the	type	of	word.	For	example,	you	can	use	the	suffix	-ness	to	turn	an	adjective	into	a	nounfor	example,	emptiness.My	plate	is	empty,	but	there	is	no
emptiness	in	my	stomach.Suffixes	also	have	a	vital	role	in	verb	conjugation,	helping	the	verb	to	match	the	number,	gender,	and	person	of	the	subject	and	also	creating	different	verb	tenses.	Notice	how	the	suffixes	s	and	ed	are	used	with	the	base	word	play	in	the	examples	below:We	play	on	the	swings.She	plays	on	the	swings.Yesterday,	we	played	on
the	swings.Morphology	in	English	vs.	other	languagesThe	way	morphemes	work	changes	depending	on	the	language.	Some	languages	have	many	bound	morphemes	in	each	word,	while	other	languages	predominantly	use	free	morphemes	and	rarely	use	bound	morphemes.A	fusional	language	is	one	that	uses	a	single	morpheme	to	represent	multiple
grammatical	functions.	For	example,	in	Spanish	one	suffix	can	turn	a	word	singular,	masculine,	and	past	tense;	all	of	those	functions	are	fused	into	a	single	morpheme.In	contrast	to	a	fusional	language,	in	an	agglutinative	language	individual	morphemes	represent	only	a	single	function.	These	languages	tend	to	be	simpler	and	easier	to	understand
since	each	morpheme	has	only	one	meaning.A	polysynthetic	language	is	a	language	that	uses	many	different	bound	morphemes	in	a	single	word.	In	polysynthetic	languages,	its	common	for	a	single	word	to	represent	an	entire	sentence,	as	each	bound	morpheme	adds	a	new	function	such	as	a	verb	tense,	direct	object,	or	descriptive	adjective.English	is
a	mix	between	the	fusional	and	agglutinative	languages.	It	has	some	elements	that	act	more	like	fusional	languages,	while	other	elements	act	more	like	agglutinative	languages.Morphology	FAQsWhat	is	morphology	in	writing?Morphology	is	the	study	of	how	different	parts	of	words	combine	or	stand	alone	to	change	the	words	meaning.	These	parts	of
words	are	called	morphemes.What	are	the	different	kinds	of	morphemes?There	are	two	types	of	morphemes:	free	morphemes	and	bound	morphemes.	Free	morphemes	can	stand	alone	as	independent	words,	while	bound	morphemes,	like	prefixes	and	suffixes,	must	be	combined	with	a	root	to	form	a	complete	word.Why	is	learning	morphology
important?Morphology	can	help	with	understanding	the	meanings	of	words	and	adding	new	words	to	your	vocabulary.	Through	morphological	analysis,	you	can	guess	the	meanings	of	words	youve	never	seen	before	and	use	advanced	words	in	your	writing	without	worrying	about	making	mistakes.Morphology	studies	how	words	are	formed	and
changed	in	the	English	language.There	are	two	branches	of	morphology:	inflectional	morphology	and	lexical	word	formation.	Morphology	is	the	branch	of	linguistics	(and	one	of	the	major	components	of	grammar)	that	studies	word	structures,	especially	regarding	morphemes,	which	are	the	smallest	units	of	language.	They	can	be	base	words	or
components	that	form	words,	such	as	affixes.	The	adjective	form	ismorphological.	Traditionally,	a	basic	distinction	has	been	made	between	morphologywhich	is	primarily	concerned	with	the	internal	structures	of	wordsand	syntax,	which	is	primarily	concerned	with	how	words	are	put	together	in	sentences.	"The	term	'morphology'	has	been	taken	over
from	biology	where	it	is	used	to	denote	the	study	of	the	forms	of	plants	and	animals	...	It	was	first	used	for	linguistic	purposes	in	1859	by	the	German	linguist	August	Schleicher	(Salmon	2000),	to	refer	to	the	study	of	the	form	of	words,"	noted	Geert	E.	Booij,	in	"An	Introduction	to	Linguistic	Morphology."	(3rd	ed.,	Oxford	University	Press,	2012)	In
recent	decades,	however,	numerous	linguists	have	challenged	this	distinction.	See,	for	example,	lexicogrammar	and	lexical-functional	grammar	(LFG),	which	consider	the	interrelationshipeven	interdependencebetween	words	and	grammar.	The	two	branches	of	morphology	include	the	study	of	the	breaking	apart	(the	analytic	side)	and	the
reassembling	(the	synthetic	side)	of	words;	to	wit,	inflectional	morphology	concerns	the	breaking	apart	of	words	into	their	parts,	such	as	how	suffixes	make	different	verb	forms.	Lexical	word	formation,	in	contrast,	concerns	the	construction	of	new	base	words,	especially	complex	ones	that	come	from	multiple	morphemes.	Lexical	word	formation	is
also	called	lexical	morphology	and	derivational	morphology.	Author	David	Crystal	gives	these	examples:	"For	English,	[morphology]	means	devising	ways	of	describing	the	properties	of	such	disparate	items	as	a,	horse,	took,	indescribable,	washing	machine,	and	antidisestablishmentarianism.	A	widely	recognized	approach	divides	the	field	into	two
domains:	lexical	or	derivational	morphology	studies	the	way	in	which	new	items	of	vocabulary	can	be	built	up	out	of	combinations	of	elements	(as	in	the	case	of	in-describ-able);	inflectional	morphology	studies	the	ways	words	vary	in	their	form	in	order	to	express	a	grammatical	contrast	(as	in	the	case	of	horses,	where	the	ending	marks	plurality)."
("The	Cambridge	Encyclopedia	of	the	English	Language,"	2nd	ed.	Cambridge	University	Press,	2003)	And	authors	Mark	Aronoff	and	Kirsten	Fuderman	also	discuss	and	give	examples	of	the	two	approaches	this	way:	"The	analytic	approach	has	to	do	with	breaking	wordsdown,	and	it	is	usually	associated	with	American	structuralist	linguistics	of	the
firsthalf	of	the	twentieth	century....No	matter	what	language	we're	looking	at,we	need	analytic	methods	that	are	independent	of	the	structures	we	are	examining;	preconceived	notions	might	interfere	with	an	objective,	scientific	analysis.	This	is	especially	true	when	dealing	with	unfamiliar	languages."The	second	approach	to	morphology	is	more	often
associated	with	theory	than	with	methodology,	perhaps	unfairly.	This	is	the	synthetic	approach.	It	basically	says,	'I	have	a	lot	of	little	pieces	here.	How	do	I	put	them	together?'	This	question	presupposes	that	you	already	know	what	the	pieces	are.	Analysis	must	in	some	way	precede	synthesis."	(Mark	Aronoff	and	Kirsten	Fudeman,	"What	Is
Morphology?"	2nd	ed.	Wiley-Blackwell,	2011)	Morphology	is	the	study	of	words.	Morphemes	are	the	minimal	units	of	words	that	have	a	meaning	and	cannot	be	subdivided	further.	There	are	two	main	types:	free	and	bound.	Free	morphemes	can	occur	alone	and	bound	morphemes	must	occur	with	another	morpheme.	An	example	of	a	free	morpheme	is
"bad",	and	an	example	of	a	bound	morpheme	is	"ly."	It	is	bound	because	although	it	has	meaning,	it	cannot	stand	alone.	It	must	be	attached	to	another	morpheme	to	produce	a	word.Free	morpheme:	bad	Bound	morpheme:	-ly	Word:	badlyWhen	we	talk	about	words,	there	are	two	groups:	lexical	(or	content)	and	function	(or	grammatical)	words.	Lexical
words	are	called	open	class	words	and	include	nouns,	verbs,	adjectives	and	adverbs.	New	words	can	regularly	be	added	to	this	group.	Function	words,	or	closed	class	words,	are	conjunctions,	prepositions,	articles	and	pronouns;	and	new	words	cannot	be	(or	are	very	rarely)	added	to	this	class.Affixes	are	often	the	bound	morpheme.	This	group
includes	prefixes,	suffixes,	infixes,	and	circumfixes.	Prefixes	are	added	to	the	beginning	of	another	morpheme,	suffixes	are	added	to	the	end,	infixes	are	inserted	into	other	morphemes,	and	circumfixes	are	attached	to	another	morpheme	at	the	beginning	and	end.	Following	are	examples	of	each	of	these:Prefix:	re-	added	to	do	produces	redo	Suffix:	-or
added	to	edit	produces	editor	Infix:	-um-	added	to	fikas	(strong)	produces	fumikas	(to	be	strong)	in	Bontoc	Circumfix:	ge-	and	-t	to	lieb	(love)	produces	geliebt	(loved)	in	GermanThere	are	two	categories	of	affixes:	derivational	and	inflectional.	The	main	difference	between	the	two	is	that	derivational	affixes	are	added	to	morphemes	to	form	new	words
that	may	or	may	not	be	the	same	part	of	speech	and	inflectional	affixes	are	added	to	the	end	of	an	existing	word	for	purely	grammatical	reasons.	In	English	there	are	only	eight	total	inflectional	affixes:	-s	3rd	person	singular	present	she	waits	-ed	past	tense	he	walked	-ing	progressive	she's	watching	-en	past	participle	she	has	eaten	-s	plural	three
tables	-'s	possessive	Holly's	cat	-er	comparative	you	are	taller	-est	superlative	you	are	the	tallest	The	other	type	of	bound	morphemes	are	called	bound	roots.	These	are	morphemes	(and	not	affixes)	that	must	be	attached	to	another	morpheme	and	do	not	have	a	meaning	of	their	own.	Some	examples	are	ceive	in	perceive	and	mit	in	submit.English
Morphemes	Free	Bound	Affix	Derivational	Inflectional	Root	There	are	six	ways	to	form	new	words.	Compounds	are	a	combination	of	words,	acronyms	are	derived	from	the	initials	of	words,	back-formations	are	created	from	removing	what	is	mistakenly	considered	to	be	an	affix,	abbreviations	or	clippings	are	shortening	longer	words,	eponyms	are
created	from	proper	nouns	(names),	and	blending	is	combining	parts	of	words	into	one.Compound:	doghouse	Acronym:	NBA	(National	Basketball	Association)	or	scuba	(self-contained	underwater	breathing	apparatus)	Back-formation:	edit	from	editor	Abbreviation:	phone	from	telephone	Eponym:	sandwich	from	Earl	of	Sandwich	Blending:	smog	from
smoke	and	fog	Morphology	is	a	field	of	linguistics	focused	on	the	study	of	the	forms	and	formation	of	words	in	a	language.	A	morpheme	is	the	smallest	indivisible	unit	of	a	language	that	retains	meaning.	The	rules	of	morphology	within	a	language	tend	to	be	relatively	regular,	so	that	if	one	sees	the	noun	morphemes	for	the	first	time,	for	example,	one
can	deduce	that	it	is	likely	related	to	the	word	morpheme.	There	are	three	main	types	of	languages	when	it	comes	to	morphology:	two	of	these	are	polysynthetic,	meaning	that	words	are	made	up	of	connected	morphemes.	One	type	of	polysynthetic	language	is	a	fusional	or	inflected	language,	in	which	morphemes	are	squeezed	together	and	often
changed	dramatically	in	the	process.	English	is	a	good	example	of	a	fusional	language.	The	other	type	of	polysynthetic	language	is	an	agglutinative	language,	in	which	morphemes	are	connected	but	remain	more	or	less	unchanged	many	Native	American	languages,	as	well	as	Swahili,	Japanese,	German	and	Hungarian,	demonstrate	this.	At	the	other
end	of	the	spectrum	are	the	analytic	or	isolating	languages,	in	which	a	great	majority	of	morphemes	remain	independent	words	Mandarin	is	the	best	example	of	this.	This	can	be	a	confusing	concept,	so	an	example	may	be	helpful.	Looking	at	the	morphology	of	English,	which	is	not	a	particularly	inflected	language	in	its	modern	form,	but	retains	a
number	of	remnants,	we	could	create	the	word	frighteningly,	which	is	made	up	of	four	morphemes:	fright,	which	is	a	noun;	en,	which	converts	the	noun	to	a	verb;	ing,	which	converts	it	to	an	adjective;	and	ly,	which	converts	it	to	an	adverb.	Over	time,	languages	tend	to	become	less	and	less	inflected	particularly	when	a	lot	of	intercultural	contact
occurs.	In	morphology,	this	is	because	the	languages	become	creolized	as	various	pidgins	used	for	communicating	between	disparate	groups	become	natively	spoken,	and	inter-communication	in	the	pidgins	is	facilitated	by	dropping	inflections.	Although	you	may	be	used	to	seeing	certain	forms	in	a	specific	context	such	as	conjugations	at	the	end	of	a
word	they	can	express	themselves	in	a	number	of	different	ways.	Aside	from	the	English	use	of	prefix	and	suffix,	words	can	also	be	inflected	by	changing	the	sound	of	a	vowel	called	an	umlaut	or	by	placing	an	affix	right	in	the	middle	of	the	word.	Affixes	can	also	be	quite	lengthy,	not	just	little	bites	of	sound	in	Quechua,	for	example,	there	are	a	number
of	two-syllable	affixes.	Though	most	people	never	formally	study	morphology,	it	is	something	native	speakers	understand	intuitively.	Any	time	a	person	learns	a	new	word	and	immediately	comes	up	with	any	number	of	forms	for	that	word	past	tense,	plural,	a	noun	form	they	are	applying	the	rules	of	morphology	subconsciously	to	determine	what	the
new	form	should	be.	Language	&	Humanities	is	dedicated	to	providing	accurate	and	trustworthy	information.	We	carefully	select	reputable	sources	and	employ	a	rigorous	fact-checking	process	to	maintain	the	highest	standards.	To	learn	more	about	our	commitment	to	accuracy,	read	our	editorial	process.	Morphology	the	internal	structure	of	words
Morphology	is	the	study	of	the	internal	structure	of	words	and	forms	a	core	part	of	linguistic	study	today.	The	term	morphology	is	Greek	and	is	a	makeup	of	morph-	meaning	shape,	form,	and	-ology	which	means	the	study	of	something.	Morphology	as	a	sub-discipline	of	linguistics	was	named	for	the	first	time	in	1859	by	the	German	linguistAugust
Schleicherwho	used	the	term	for	the	study	of	the	form	of	words.[1]	What	is	a	word?	Smallest	independent	units	of	language	Independent:	do	not	depend	on	other	words.	can	be	separated	from	other	units	can	change	position.[2]	Example:	The	man	looked	at	the	horses.	sis	the	plural	marker,	dependent	on	the	noun	horse	to	receive	meaning	Horses	is	a
word:	can	occur	in	other	positions	or	stand	on	its	own	EG:The	horses	looked	at	the	man.	What	is	the	man	looking	at?	Horses.	Words	are	thus	both	independent	since	they	can	be	separated	from	other	words	and	move	around	in	sentences,	and	the	smallest	units	of	language	since	they	are	the	only	units	of	language	for	which	this	is	possible.	Morphemes
the	building	blocks	of	morphology	Words	have	internal	structure	built	of	even	smaller	pieces	SIMPLE	WORDS:Dont	have	internal	structure	(only	consist	of	one	morpheme)	e.g.,	work,	build,	run.	They	cant	be	split	into	smaller	parts	which	carry	meaning	or	function.	COMPLEX	WORDS:Have	internal	structure	(consist	of	two	or	more	morphemes)	e.g.,
worker:	affix	-er	added	to	the	root	work	to	form	a	noun.	Morphemes	are	the	smallest	meaning-bearing	units	of	language.[3]	FREE	VS	BOUND	MORPHEMES	Free	morpheme:	a	simple	word,	consisting	of	one	morpheme	e.g.,	house,	work,	high,	chair,	wrap.	They	are	words	in	themselves.	Bound	morpheme:	morphemes	that	must	be	attached	to	another
morpheme	to	receive	meaning.	EG:	UNKINDNESS	UN-	and	-NESS	are	the	bound	morphemes,	requiring	the	root	KIND	to	form	the	word.	These	are	also	called	affixes	as	they	are	attached	to	the	stem.	There	are	two	types	as	outlined	below:	Prefix	(front	of	the	base)	=	Un-	Suffix	(end	of	the	base)	=	-ness	Drawing	Morphology	Trees	Below	is	a	step-by-
step	guide	to	drawing	a	morphology	tree:	Morphology	trees	show	the	internal	structure	of	a	word.	Examples:	References	[1]	Booij,	G.	E.,	(2007).	The	Grammar	of	Words:	An	Introduction	to	Linguistic	Morphology.	2nd	edition.	Oxford:	Oxford	University	Press.[2]	Fasold,	R.	and	Connor-Linton,	J.,	(2006).	An	Introduction	to	Language	and	Linguistics.	New
York:	Cambridge	University	Press.[3]	OGrady,	W.,	(1997).	Contemporary	Linguistics:	An	Introduction.	London:	Longman[4]	McGregor,	W.,	(2009).	Linguistics:	An	Introduction.	London:	Continuum	International	Publishing	Group.	In	linguistics,	morphology	is	the	study	of	how	words	are	put	together.	For	example,	the	word	cats	is	put	together	from	two
pieces:	cat,	which	refers	to	a	particular	type	of	furry	four-legged	animal	(),	and	-s,	which	indicates	that	theres	more	than	one	such	animal	(	).Most	words	in	English	have	only	one	or	two	pieces	in	them,	but	some	technical	words	can	have	many	more,	like	non-renewability,	which	has	at	least	five	(non-,	re-,	new,	-abil,	and	-ity).	In	many	languages,	though,
words	are	often	made	up	of	many	parts,	and	a	single	word	can	express	a	meaning	that	would	require	a	whole	sentence	in	English.For	example,	in	the	Harvaqtuurmiutut	variety	of	Inuktitut,	the	word	iglujjualiulauqtuq	has	5	pieces,	and	expresses	a	meaning	that	we	can	translate	into	English	with	the	sentence	They	(sg)	made	a	big	house.	(iglu	=	house,
jjua	=	big,	liu	=	make,	lauq	=	distant	past,	tuq	=	declarative;	this	example	is	from	a	2010	paper	by	Richard	Compton	and	Christine	Pittman).Not	all	combinations	of	pieces	are	possible,	however.	To	go	back	to	the	simple	example	of	cat	and	-s,	in	English	we	cant	put	those	two	pieces	in	the	opposite	order	and	still	get	the	same	meetingscat	is	a	word	in
English,	but	it	doesnt	mean	more	than	one	cat,	and	it	doesnt	have	the	piecescat	and-sin	it,	instead	its	an	entirely	different	word.One	of	the	things	we	know	when	we	know	a	language	is	how	to	create	new	words	out	of	existing	pieces,	and	how	to	understand	new	words	that	other	people	useat	least,	as	long	as	those	new	words	are	made	of	pieces	weve
encountered	before.	We	also	know	what	combinations	of	pieces	are	not	possible.	In	this	chapter	well	learn	about	the	different	ways	that	human	languages	can	build	words,	as	well	as	about	the	structure	that	can	be	found	inside	words.What	is	a	word?If	morphology	is	the	investigation	of	how	words	are	put	together,	we	first	need	a	working	definition	of
what	a	word	is.In	everyday	life,	in	English	we	might	think	of	a	word	as	something	thats	written	with	spaces	on	either	side.	This	is	an	orthographic	(or	spelling-based)	definition	of	what	a	word	is.	But	just	as	writing	isnt	necessarily	a	reliable	guide	to	a	languages	phonetics	or	phonology,	it	doesnt	always	identify	words	in	the	sense	that	is	relevant	for
linguistics.	And	not	all	languages	are	written	with	spaces	in	the	way	English	isnot	all	languages	have	a	standard	written	form	at	all.	So	we	need	a	definition	of	word	that	doesnt	rely	on	writing.The	definition	of	word	is	actually	a	hotly	debated	topic	in	linguistics!	Linguists	might	distinguish	phonological	words	(words	for	the	purposes	of	sound
patterns),morphological	words(words	for	the	purposes	of	morphology),	and	syntactic	words	(words	for	the	purposes	of	sentence	structure),	and	might	sometimes	disagree	about	the	boundaries	between	some	of	these.For	the	purposes	of	linguistic	investigation	of	grammar	we	can	say	that	a	word	is	the	smallest	separable	unit	in	language.What	this
means	is	that	a	word	is	the	smallest	unit	that	can	stand	on	its	own	in	an	utterance.	For	example,	content	words	in	English	(nouns,	verbs,	adjectives,	and	adverbs)	can	stand	by	themselves	as	one-word	answers	to	questions,	as	you	can	see	in	the	mini-dialogues	in	(1).(1)a.What	do	you	like	to	eat?Answer:	cake	(noun)b.What	did	you	do	last	night?Answer:
sleep	(verb)c.What	colour	is	the	sky	today?Answer:	orange	(adjective)d.How	did	you	wake	up	this	morning?Answer:	slowly	(adverb)Words	are	also	syntactically	independent,	which	meansthey	can	appear	in	different	positions	in	a	sentence,	changing	their	order	with	respect	to	other	elements	even	while	the	order	of	elements	inside	each	word	stays	the
same.Even	though	words	are	the	smallest	separable	units	of	language,	that	doesnt	mean	that	words	are	the	smallest	unit	of	language	overall.	As	we	already	saw	earlier	in	this	section,	words	themselves	can	have	smaller	pieces	inside	them,	as	in	the	simple	cases	of	cats	(cats)	or	non-renewability	(non-re-new-abil-ity)but	these	smaller	pieces	cant	stand
on	their	own.To	refer	to	these	smaller	pieces	within	words,	we	use	the	technical	term	morpheme.	A	morpheme	is	the	smallest	systematic	pairing	of	both	form	(sign	or	sound)	and	meaning	or	grammatical	function.	(We	say	meaning	or	grammatical	function	instead	of	just	meaning	because	while	some	morphemes	have	clear	meanings,	of	the	type	that
will	be	discussed	in	Chapter	7	in	the	context	of	lexical	semantics,	other	morphemes	express	more	abstract	grammatical	information.)Words	that	contain	more	than	one	morpheme,	like	cats	or	nonrenewability	or	iglujjualiulauqtuq,are	morphologically	complex.	Words	with	only	a	single	morpheme,	like	cat	or	new,are	morphologically	simple.Ask	yourself
if	the	word	morphology	itself	is	morphologically	complex.	Can	you	identify	morphemes	within	this	word,	systematic	pairs	of	form	and	meaning?	Historically,	this	word	is	built	from	two	morphemes	borrowed	from	Classical	Greek:	morph-	shape	and	-ology	study	of.	People	who	know	English	dont	necessarily	know	Classical	Greek,	though.	Regardless	of	a
words	etymology	(the	history	of	a	word),	the	question	of	whether	it	is	morphologically	complex	is	a	question	about	how	people	who	know	that	word	use	it	today.	A	word	might	be	morphologically	complex	for	some	people,	but	morphologically	simple	for	others.	Neither	of	those	options	is	correct	or	incorrect,	they	just	represent	different	grammars	in
the	minds	of	language	users.In	linguistics	morphology	is	the	study	of	word	shapes.	In	biology,	though,	morphology	is	the	study	of	the	shape	of	animals	and	other	organisms,	and	if	you	do	an	internet	search	for	morphology,	the	first	hits	often	relate	to	the	biological	meaning.Our	goal	in	morphology	is	to	understand	how	words	can	be	built	out	of
morphemes	in	a	given	language.	In	the	rest	of	this	chapter	we	will	first	look	at	the	shapes	of	different	morphemes	(and	morphological	processes);	in	later	sections	we	will	review	different	functions	that	morphology	can	have,	looking	at	divisions	between	derivational	morphology,	inflectional	morphology,	and	compounding.	Check	your	understanding
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What	is	morphology	in	language	arts.	What	is	morphology	in	language	development.	What	is	morphology	in	language	acquisition.	What	is	morphology	in	english	language.	What	is	the	meaning	of	morphology	in
english	language.	What	aspect	of	human	language	is	studied	in	morphology.	What	is	morphology	in	natural	language	processing.	What	is	the	meaning	of	morphology	in	language.	What	is	morphology	in	terms	of
language.	What	is	morphology	in	sign	language.	What	is	morphology	in	language	learning.	What	is	an	example	of	morphology	in	language.	What	is	morphology	in	speech	and	language.	What	is	morphology	in	oral

language.	What	is	morphology	in	english	language	teaching.


