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Nov 17 / Alen Faye Crisostomo, BS, RPm Choosing a career isnt just about earning a paycheckits about finding fulfillment, purpose, and opportunities for growth. For those considering becoming a Registered Behavior Technician (RBT), the question often arises: Is it worth it? The answer lies in understanding the unique rewards and challenges of this role. Lets dive into why many find this career worthwhile and the factors you should weigh before making a decision. As of Nov 7, 2024, the average hourly pay for a RBT in the United States is $27.24 an hour.
According to ZipRecruiter (2024), hourly wages as high as $43.27 and as low as $13.94, the majority of RBT wages currently range between $20.43 (25th percentile) to $33.41 (75th percentile) across the United States. The average pay range for a RBT varies greatly (by as much as 12), which suggests there may be many opportunities for advancement and increased pay based on skill level, location and years of experience. Good is very subjective. Salaries for RBTs vary depending on factors like location, experience, and employer type, but here are some
general trends:Starting Salary: Entry-level RBTs in the U.S. typically start at around $20 per hour, which can amount to about to $41,600 annually for full-time positions.Experienced RBTs: With a few years of experience, RBTs can see hourly wages increase to about an average of $25 per hour, especially if they work in areas with high demand or in school systems, hospitals, or private clinics. This could translate to annual salaries closer to around $52,000.Opportunities for Growth: While the RBT credential itself has a salary cap, advancing in the field to
positions like Board Certified Behavior Analyst (BCBA) or obtaining other certifications can lead to higher pay. BCBAs, for example, can earn significantly more, often starting at $80,000 to $100,000+ per year.Bonuses and Overtime: Some employers offer bonuses, incentives, or overtime pay, especially for RBTs working with high-need clients or in understaffed areas, which can increase annual earnings.Work Settings: The setting also matters. RBTs in schools, private practices, or hospitals might have better benefits and pay compared to those in home health
care or independent contractors. This is one of the most commonly asked questions because starting a new career path is not easy. However, we are here to help you understand why becoming an RBT is worth it!Becoming an RBT can be a rewarding career, especially for those passionate about helping others and making a positive impact, particularly in the lives of children and individuals with developmental disabilities. Here are some key factors to consider when deciding if its worth it:Job Security: There is a severe shortage of BACB certified RBTs, and so
many employment options. The field is in demand due to the increasing need for autism and behavioral support services. Job stability and opportunities may be strong, especially in schools, clinics, and mental health settings.Job Satisfaction and Purpose: As an RBT, you have the chance to work directly with clients, often children, helping them develop essential skills and manage behaviors. This direct, hands-on work can be deeply fulfilling, especially if you enjoy making a difference in peoples lives.Pathway into the Field of Behavior Analysis: The RBT
certification can be a good entry-level step into the broader field of behavior analysis. Its a good option if youre considering advancing your career in this area, such as becoming a Board Certified Behavior Analyst (BCBA) in the future.Time and Cost for Certification:RBT certification is relatively quick and affordable to obtain compared to other certifications or degrees. Becoming an RBT requires 40-hours of training, a Competency Assessment (with a BCBA supervisor), and the RBT Certification Exam.Work-Life Balance and Flexibility:Many RBT positions
offer flexibility, such as part-time work or the ability to work in various settings (schools, client homes, or clinics). However, some positions may require a lot of energy and patience, as the work can be challenging. Guaranteed Security using one of the most advanced encrypted systems on the market. The information in this page is being processed and encrypted securely using industry-leading encryption and fraud prevention tools. Skip to main content Reddit and its partners use cookies and similar technologies to provide you with a better experience. By
accepting all cookies, you agree to our use of cookies to deliver and maintain our services and site, improve the quality of Reddit, personalize Reddit content and advertising, and measure the effectiveness of advertising. By rejecting non-essential cookies, Reddit may still use certain cookies to ensure the proper functionality of our platform. For more information, please see our Cookie Notice and our Privacy Policy. Nov 17 / Alen Faye Crisostomo, BS, RPm Choosing a career isnt just about earning a paycheckits about finding fulfillment, purpose, and
opportunities for growth. For those considering becoming a Registered Behavior Technician (RBT), the question often arises: Is it worth it? The answer lies in understanding the unique rewards and challenges of this role. Lets dive into why many find this career worthwhile and the factors you should weigh before making a decision. As of Nov 7, 2024, the average hourly pay for a RBT in the United States is $27.24 an hour. According to ZipRecruiter (2024), hourly wages as high as $43.27 and as low as $13.94, the majority of RBT wages currently range
between $20.43 (25th percentile) to $33.41 (75th percentile) across the United States. The average pay range for a RBT varies greatly (by as much as 12), which suggests there may be many opportunities for advancement and increased pay based on skill level, location and years of experience. Good is very subjective. Salaries for RBTs vary depending on factors like location, experience, and employer type, but here are some general trends:Starting Salary: Entry-level RBTs in the U.S. typically start at around $20 per hour, which can amount to about to
$41,600 annually for full-time positions.Experienced RBTs: With a few years of experience, RBTs can see hourly wages increase to about an average of $25 per hour, especially if they work in areas with high demand or in school systems, hospitals, or private clinics. This could translate to annual salaries closer to around $52,000.Opportunities for Growth: While the RBT credential itself has a salary cap, advancing in the field to positions like Board Certified Behavior Analyst (BCBA) or obtaining other certifications can lead to higher pay. BCBAs, for example,
can earn significantly more, often starting at $80,000 to $100,000+ per year.Bonuses and Overtime: Some employers offer bonuses, incentives, or overtime pay, especially for RBTs working with high-need clients or in understaffed areas, which can increase annual earnings.Work Settings: The setting also matters. RBTs in schools, private practices, or hospitals might have better benefits and pay compared to those in home health care or independent contractors. This is one of the most commonly asked questions because starting a new career path is not easy.
However, we are here to help you understand why becoming an RBT is worth it!Becoming an RBT can be a rewarding career, especially for those passionate about helping others and making a positive impact, particularly in the lives of children and individuals with developmental disabilities. Here are some key factors to consider when deciding if its worth it:Job Security: There is a severe shortage of BACB certified RBTs, and so many employment options. The field is in demand due to the increasing need for autism and behavioral support services. Job
stability and opportunities may be strong, especially in schools, clinics, and mental health settings.Job Satisfaction and Purpose: As an RBT, you have the chance to work directly with clients, often children, helping them develop essential skills and manage behaviors. This direct, hands-on work can be deeply fulfilling, especially if you enjoy making a difference in peoples lives.Pathway into the Field of Behavior Analysis: The RBT certification can be a good entry-level step into the broader field of behavior analysis. Its a good option if youre considering
advancing your career in this area, such as becoming a Board Certified Behavior Analyst (BCBA) in the future.Time and Cost for Certification:RBT certification is relatively quick and affordable to obtain compared to other certifications or degrees. Becoming an RBT requires 40-hours of training, a Competency Assessment (with a BCBA supervisor), and the RBT Certification Exam.Work-Life Balance and Flexibility:Many RBT positions offer flexibility, such as part-time work or the ability to work in various settings (schools, client homes, or clinics). However,
some positions may require a lot of energy and patience, as the work can be challenging. Guaranteed Security using one of the most advanced encrypted systems on the market. The information in this page is being processed and encrypted securely using industry-leading encryption and fraud prevention tools. According to the Bureau of Labor Statistics (BLS), the average RBT salary in the United States is around $39,610 annually and $19.05 hourly. However, in some states, the Registered Behavior Technicians earn $54,222 annually.Are you looking for a
state-wise breakdown in the United States? Read this guide for state-by-state RBT salary analysis and find the highest-paying states.RBT Salary in the USA: State-wise BreakdownSr. No.StateAverage Salary (Annual)Hourly Ratel Hawaii$54,222$26.072Montana$48,478$23.313Connecticut$45,739$21.994California$45,691$21.975Massachusetts$44,348$21.326Maryland$42,515$20.447New York$42,320$20.358Washington$42,307$20.349North Dakota$42,073$20.2310New Jersey$42,006$20.2011Vermont$41,975$20.1812West
Virginia$41,284$19.85130regon$41,137$19.781411linois$40,998$19.7115District of Columbia$40,868$19.6516Rhode Island$40,474$19.4617Maine$40,338$19.3918Alaska$39,710$19.0919Virginia$39,421$18.9520New Hampshire$39,093$18.7921Iowa$38,966$18.7322Mississippi$38,237$18.3823Nebraska$37,824$18.1824Minnesota$37,652$18.1025Delaware$36,676$17.6326Michigan$36,607$17.6027Colorado$36,311$17.4628Pennsylvania$36,241$17.4229Florida$36,020$17.3230Arizona$35,949$17.2831Wyoming$35,795$17.2132North
Carolina$35,730$17.1833Alabama$35,552$17.0934Wisconsin$35,427$17.0335Texas$35,348$16.9936South Carolina$35,326$16.9837Indiana$34,902$16.7838Georgia$34,718$16.69390hio$34,699$16.6840South Dakota$34,530$16.6041New Mexico$34,378$16.5342Kansas$33,115$15.9243Kentucky$32,764$15.7544Nevada$32,670$15.7145Tennessee$32,320$15.5446Utah$31,055$14.9347Arkansas$30,812$14.8148Missouri$30,643$14.73490klahoma$30,051$14.4550Louisiana$29,478$14.17511daho$25,291$12.16Top 10 Highest Paying Cities for
RBTsOur state-by-state breakdown reveals that RBT salaries vary significantly across the United States, and Hawaii tops the chart with the highest average salary.Additionally, we have provided data on the highest-paying cities in the USA for RBTs. Lets explore the ten cities in the USA with the highest pay for registered behavior technicians.RankCityAverage SalaryHourly RatelUrban Honolulu, HI$54,234$26.072Campbell, CA$46,546$22.383Worcester, MA$44,464$21.384Baltimore, MD$42,536$20.455New York, NY$42,350$20.366Lakewood,
WA$42,347$20.367Lakewood, NJ$42,115$20.258Chicago, IL$41,072$19.759Saint Paul, MN$37,623$18.0910Lakewood, CO$36,340$17.47Average RBT Salary By YearOur above insights reveal that Urban Honolulu had the highest salary for RBTs. Now, lets explore how RBT salaries have grown year by year, highlighting key trends and growth rates.YearAvg. SalaryGrowth Rate2022$38,0003.60%2021$36,7002.70%2020$35,7003.70%2019$34,4002.20%2018$33,600-0.50%2017$33,8000.00%2016$33,8004.00%2015$32,400-
0.60%2014$32,6005.30%2013$30,900Several factors like experience, skills, certifications, locations, demands, and additional education influence the salary of Registered Behavior Technicians (RBTs). The entry-level salary for an RBT starts from $16.21/hour and goes above $20/hour for experienced technicians.Hawaii pays RBTs the most, with an average of $54,222 annually. Urban Honolulu, HI, has ranked as the highest-paying city for registered behavior technicians in the United States.The average salary of RBTs in the United States is $39,610 annually
and $19.05 hourly.Mental Health Nurses lead in earnings, with a median salary of $106,812 annually. The top 10% earn $141,000, while the lowest 10% make $80,000 per year.The demand and salary for behavior technicians have increased in the past few years. If youre considering a career in advanced behavior analysis (ABA), you must be certified by BACB. Our free study guides and practice exams have helped many people score high in the RBT exam. Start your preparation today!References: The average Registered Behavior Technician (RBT) salary in
the United States is around $54,000 per year. Entry-level salaries begin at around $47,000 per year.However, more experienced RBTs can earn over $66,000 per year. RBTs job growth rate over the next 10 years is 12% to 22%, which is much higher than the average job growth rate of 5%. Years of Experience RBT Hourly Rate Less than 1 year 16.21/hour 1-4 years $17.18/hour 5-9 years $18.11/hour 10-19 years $18.84/hour 20+ years $20/hour Several factors influence the amount you'll earn as an RBT,
including:EducationSkillsLocationCertificationsExperienceDemandRBT Salary By State Rank State Average Salary Hourly Rate Job Count 1 Hawaii $54,222 $26.07 91 2 Connecticut $45,739 $21.99 355 3 Montana $48,478 $23.31 106 4 Massachusetts $44,348 $21.32 912 5 Maine $40,338 $19.39 146 6 West Virginia $41,284 $19.85 146 7 Illinois $40,998 $19.71 1,219 8 North Dakota $42,073 $20.23 70 9 Alaska $39,710 $19.09 119 10 Vermont $41,975 $20.18 67 11 New Jersey $42,006 $20.20 754 12 Rhode Island $40,474 $19.46 101 13 Iowa $38,966 $18.73
329 14 California $45,691 $21.97 2,102 15 New York $42,320 $20.35 1,021 16 Maryland $42,515 $20.44 508 17 Washington $42,307 $20.34 385 18 Pennsylvania $36,241 $17.42 1,158 19 Alabama $35,552 $17.09 462 20 Oregon $41,137 $19.78 205 21 Arizona $35,949 $17.28 720 22 Wisconsin $35,427 $17.03 664 23 Mississippi $38,237 $18.38 134 24 Michigan $36,607 $17.60 623 25 New Hampshire $39,093 $18.79 112 26 Nebraska $37,824 $18.18 146 27 Virginia $39,421 $18.95 735 28 Florida $36,020 $17.32 1,628 29 Indiana $34,902 $16.78 643 30
South Dakota $34,530 $16.60 106 31 Colorado $36,311 $17.46 560 32 Minnesota $37,652 $18.10 450 33 Delaware $36,676 $17.63 112 34 Wyoming $35,795 $17.21 39 35 Texas $35,348 $16.99 1,791 36 District of Columbia $40,868 $19.65 74 37 South Carolina $35,326 $16.98 364 38 North Carolina $35,730 $17.18 713 39 Ohio $34,699 $16.68 675 40 Georgia $34,718 $16.69 966 41 Arkansas $30,812 $14.81 306 42 Tennessee $32,320 $15.54 553 43 New Mexico $34,378 $16.53 141 44 Utah $31,055 $14.93 297 45 Kentucky $32,764 $15.75 266 46 Missouri
$30,643 $14.73 540 47 Nevada $32,670 $15.71 136 48 Kansas $33,115 $15.92 186 49 Louisiana $29,478 $14.17 284 50 Oklahoma $30,051 $14.45 197 51 Idaho $25,291 $12.16 84 Highest Paying Cities For RBTs Rank City Average Salary Hourly Rate 1 Urban Honolulu, HI $54,234 $26.07 2 Campbell, CA $46,546 $22.38 3 Worcester, MA $44,464 $21.38 4 Baltimore, MD $42,536 $20.45 5 New York, NY $42,350 $20.36 6 Lakewood, WA $42,347 $20.36 7 Lakewood, NJ $42,115 $20.25 8 Chicago, IL $41,072 $19.75 9 Saint Paul, MN $37,623 $18.09 10
Lakewood, CO $36,340 $17.47 11 Surprise, AZ $36,073 $17.34 12 Tampa, FL $36,054 $17.33 13 Jacksonville, NC $35,770 $17.20 14 Houston, TX $35,517 $17.08 15 Fond du Lac, WI $35,503 $17.07 Average RBT Salary By Year Year Avg. Salary Hourly Rate % Change 2022 $38,000 $18.28 +3.6% 2021 $36,700 $17.63 +2.7% 2020 $35,700 $17.15 +3.7% 2019 $34,400 $16.53 +2.2% 2018 $33,600 $16.16 -0.5% 2017 $33,800 $16.25 +0.0% 2016 $33,800 $16.25 +4.0% 2015 $32,400 $15.59 -0.6% 2014 $32,600 $15.68 +5.3% 2013 $30,900 $14.86 - Frequently
Asked QuestionsWhat type of behavior technician makes the most?Mental Health Nurse gets paid the most, as they make a median salary of $106,812 per year.What state pays RBTs the most?Hawaii pays RBTs the most in the U.S., with an average salary of $54,222 per year, or $26.07 per hour.How much does a behavior technician make an hour?Registered behavior technicians earn between $15 to $17 per hour. The hourly rate of an RBT varies depending on the person's location.ReferencesTHE EARLY INTERVENTION CENTRE PTE. LTD.D12 Balestier,
Serangoon, Toa Payoh, SG The Early Intervention Centre is seeking a highly motivated experienced Senior ABA Therapist to join our team and work with young children in our Early Years intervention program.As a part-time the...Show moreLast updated: 24 days agoRegistered Behavior Technicians (RBTs) are an integral part of the healthcare system, providing critical services to individuals with autism and other developmental disabilities. If you're considering a career as an RBT, one of the most important factors to consider is salary. In this article, we'll
explore the average RBT salary and what factors can impact your earnings. State Annual Salary Monthly Pay Weekly Pay Hourly Wage New York $48,394 $4,032 $930 $23.27 New Hampshire $45,021 $3,751 $865 $21.64 Vermont $44,450 $3,704 $854 $21.37 Arizona $42,290 $3,524 $813 $20.33 Wyoming $42,237 $3,519 $812 $20.31 Hawaii $41,931 $3,494 $806 $20.16 Massachusetts $41,819 $3,484 $804 $20.11 Tennessee $41,763 $3,480 $803 $20.08 Nevada $41,629 $3,469 $800 $20.01 New Jersey $41,333 $3,444 $794 $19.87 Indiana $40,833 $3,402
$785 $19.63 Washington $40,796 $3,399 $784 $19.61 West Virginia $40,776 $3,398 $784 $19.60 Montana $40,387 $3,365 $776 $19.42 Connecticut $40,362 $3,363 $776 $19.40 Minnesota $40,024 $3,335 $769 $19.24 Pennsylvania $39,807 $3,317 $765 $19.14 Rhode Island $39,695 $3,307 $763 $19.08 Alaska $39,646 $3,303 $762 $19.06 Oregon $39,629 $3,302 $762 $19.05 North Dakota $38,738 $3,228 $744 $18.62 Maryland $38,379 $3,198 $738 $18.45 Wisconsin $38,162 $3,180 $733 $18.35 Ohio $37,819 $3,151 $727 $18.18 Idaho $37,641 $3,136 $723
$18.10 Virginia $37,392 $3,116 $719 $17.98 South Dakota $37,148 $3,095 $714 $17.86 Iowa $37,112 $3,092 $713 $17.84 Utah $37,061 $3,088 $712 $17.82 California $37,057 $3,088 $712 $17.82 Alabama $36,838 $3,069 $708 $17.71 Colorado $36,431 $3,035 $700 $17.52 Kentucky $36,287 $3,023 $697 $17.45 Delaware $36,179 $3,014 $695 $17.39 New Mexico $36,161 $3,013 $695 $17.39 Nebraska $36,097 $3,008 $694 $17.35 South Carolina $35,643 $2,970 $685 $17.14 Maine $35,239 $2,936 $677 $16.94 Kansas $35,202 $2,933 $676 $16.92 Florida
$34,697 $2,891 $667 $16.68 Mississippi $34,537 $2,878 $664 $16.60 Arkansas $34,505 $2,875 $663 $16.59 Oklahoma $34,492 $2,874 $663 $16.58 Illinois $34,023 $2,835 $654 $16.36 Michigan $33,970 $2,830 $653 $16.33 Georgia $33,890 $2,824 $651 $16.29 Missouri $33,610 $2,800 $646 $16.16 Texas $33,359 $2,779 $641 $16.04 Louisiana $32,044 $2,670 $616 $15.41 North Carolina $29,866 $2,488 $574 $14.36 How Much Do RBTs Make?According to the Bureau of Labor Statistics (BLS), the average salary for an RBT in the United States is $39,520
per year. However, this can vary depending on a variety of factors, including location, experience, and education.Factors that Impact RBT SalaryLocationOne of the biggest factors that can impact RBT salary is location. Salaries can vary widely depending on where you live and work. For example, RBTs working in California, Massachusetts, and New York tend to earn higher salaries than those working in other states.ExperienceAnother factor that can impact RBT salary is experience. RBTs with more experience tend to earn higher salaries than those who are
just starting out. This is because experienced RBTs are often able to take on more complex cases and have a better understanding of how to work with individuals with autism and other developmental disabilities. Years of Experience RBT Hourly Rate Less than 1 year $16.21 per hour 1-4 years $17.18 per hour 5-9 years $18.11 per hour 10-19 years $18.84 per hour 20+ years $20 per hour EducationEducation is also an important factor that can impact RBT salary. RBTs with higher levels of education, such as a bachelor's degree or a master's degree, may be
able to earn higher salaries than those with only a high school diploma or an associate's degree.Maximum RBT SalaryWhile the average salary for an RBT in the United States is around $39,520 per year, it's important to note that some RBTs can earn significantly more than this. In fact, according to PayScale, the highest-paid RBTs can make upwards of $54,000 per year.It's worth noting that these higher salaries are often earned by RBTs who work in high-demand areas, such as major cities or regions with a shortage of qualified professionals. Additionally,
those who have advanced degrees or certifications may also be able to command higher salaries.However, it's important to keep in mind that these higher salaries are not necessarily typical and may require additional education or experience. As with any job, it's important to do your research and consider all factors when determining what salary you can expect as an RBT.Is Becoming an RBT Worth It?If you're considering becoming an RBT, you may be wondering if it's worth the investment of time and money required to obtain certification. The answer to
this question depends on your personal goals and career aspirations.For those who are passionate about helping individuals with autism and other developmental disabilities, becoming an RBT can be a highly rewarding career choice. RBTs have the opportunity to make a real difference in the lives of their clients, helping them develop essential life skills and achieve their full potential. However, it's important to keep in mind that working as an RBT can also be challenging, both emotionally and physically. RBTs often work long hours and may encounter difficult
or aggressive behavior from their clients.Additionally, while the average salary for an RBT is competitive with other entry-level healthcare positions, it may not be enough for those who are looking to earn a high income. If financial stability is your top priority, it may be worth considering other healthcare professions that offer higher salaries.Ultimately, whether or not becoming an RBT is worth it depends on your individual goals and values. If you're passionate about helping others and are willing to put in the hard work required to become certified, working
as an RBT can be a fulfilling and meaningful career choice.What Are The Highest Paying States For RBTs?As previously mentioned, location can play a significant role in determining an RBT's salary. Some states have a higher demand for RBTs than others, which can drive up salaries. According to recent data from the BLS, the top-paying states for RBTs are:California - Average annual salary of $47,980Massachusetts - Average annual salary of $46,140New York - Average annual salary of $44,520Connecticut - Average annual salary of $43,370Hawaii -
Average annual salary of $42,590It's worth noting that while these states offer some of the highest salaries for RBTs, they also tend to have a higher cost of living. As such, it's important to consider both the potential earnings and the cost of living when deciding where to work as an RBT.Additionally, it's important to keep in mind that salaries can vary widely even within a single state or city. Factors such as experience level and employer can also impact an individual's earning potential as an RBT.Overall, while location is an important factor to consider when
assessing potential earnings as an RBT, it should not be the only consideration. Other factors such as education level and type of employer should also be taken into account when evaluating potential job opportunities in this field. What Are The Lowest Paying States For RBTs?While some states offer higher salaries for RBTs, others may not be as lucrative. According to recent data from the BLS, the worst-paying states for RBTs are:Arkansas - Average annual salary of $29,890Louisiana - Average annual salary of $30,430West Virginia - Average annual salary of
$31,880Mississippi - Average annual salary of $32,110South Dakota - Average annual salary of $32,5801It's worth noting that the cost of living in these states may be lower than in other parts of the country. However, it's important to consider both potential earnings and living expenses when evaluating job opportunities as an RBT.Despite lower salaries in some areas, becoming an RBT can still be a rewarding career choice for those who are passionate about helping others and making a difference in their communities. With the right experience and education,
RBTs can also advance their careers and increase their earning potential over time.ConclusionIn conclusion, the average RBT salary is $39,520 per year, but this can vary depending on a variety of factors, including location, experience, and education. If you're considering a career as an RBT, it's important to do your research and understand what factors can impact your salary. With the right education and experience, you can earn a competitive salary as an RBT and make a real difference in the lives of individuals with autism and other developmental
disabilities.$19.86Avg. Base Hourly Rate (USD)The average hourly pay for a Registered Behavior Technician is $19.86 in 2025An entry-level Registered Behavior Technician with less than 1 year experience can expect to earn an average total compensation (includes tips, bonus, and overtime pay) of $18.34 based on 306 salaries. An early career Registered Behavior Technician with 1-4 years of experience earns an average total compensation of $19.87 based Read more44ReviewsBased on 178 responses, the job of Registered Behavior Technician has received
a job satisfaction rating of 3.95 out of 5. On average, Registered Behavior Technicians are highly satisfied with their job.Our data indicates that the highest pay for a Registered Behavior Technician is $25.63 / hourWhat is the lowest pay for Registered Behavior Technicians?Our data indicates that the lowest pay for a Registered Behavior Technician is $15.94 / hourHow can Registered Behavior Technicians increase their salary? Increasing your pay as a Registered Behavior Technician is possible in different ways. Change of employer: Consider a career move
to a new employer that is willing to pay higher for your skills. Level of Education: Gaining advanced degrees may allow this role to increase their income potential and qualify for promotions. Managing Experience: If you are a Registered Behavior Technician that oversees more junior Registered Behavior Technicians, this experience can increase the likelihood to earn more. Curious about the RBT Certification Salarywhat kind of paycheck comes with earning that Registered Behavior Technician (RBT) badge? This gigs got soulchanging lives through Applied
Behavior Analysis (ABA)but does it stack the cash too? Were diving deep into the latest RBT salary scoop as of March 15, 2025, with averages, growth trends, top-paying hotspots, and tips to boost your bank. Loaded with tables and real talk, this is your ultimate guide to RBT richeslets roll! Right now, the average RBT in the U.S. is pocketing $27.24 an hourthats $56,657 a year if youre grinding full-time (2,080 hours). Not bad for a role that starts with a high school diploma and a certification, right? But the range is a rollercoaster: from a low of $13.94/hour to
a sky-high $43.27/hour, with most RBTs landing between $20.43 (25th percentile) and $33.41 (75th percentile). Seasoned pros can even crack $66,000 a yearproof this gigs got legs. The fields buzzing tooRBT jobs are set to grow 12-22% over the next decade, smashing the measly 5% average for most careers. That $12+ hourly spread screams opportunityyour skills, location, and hustle can turn this into a goldmine. Lets break it down with some killer tables! Your RBT cash isnt a random drawits a custom brew. Heres whats pumping the numbers: FactorHow
It Boosts PayEducationExtra training nudges rates up a tickSkillsABA mastery = higher demand, fatter checksLocationHot cities and states throw bigger bucksCertificationsRBTs the baseextras like CPR add juiceExperienceMore years, more payits a slow burnDemandHigh-need zones sweeten the deal The job markets patchy in U.S. and some states are dead, showing $0/hour locally, while others are hiring hotbeds. Datas pulled from a massive pool of job postings and third-party sources, keeping it fresh and legit. Your RBT paycheck fattens with every year
you clock. Heres the climb: Years of ExperienceHourly RateAnnual Salary (Approx.)Less than 1 year$16.21$33,7171-4 years$17.18$35,7345-9 years$18.11$37,66910-19 years$18.84$39,18720+ years$20.00$41,600 Fresh off certification, youre at $16.21/hoursolid for starters. Grind 20+ years, and $20/hour is yours, with pros in hot spots pushing past $66,000 annually. Experience isnt just cred; its cash in the bank. Locations your ace cardthese 10 cities are dishing out RBT salaries above the $56,657 average: CityAnnual SalaryMonthly PayWeekly PayHourly
WageSoledad, CA$84,754$7,062$1,629$40.75Andrews, MD$72,192$6,016$1,388$34.71Nome, AK$70,283$5,856$1,351$33.79Berkeley, CA$69,373$5,781$1,334$33.35Redwood City, CA$69,369$5,780$1,334$33.35Belmont, CA$68,523$5,710$1,317$32.94Sitka, AK$68,254$5,687$1,312$32.81South San Francisco, CA$68,084$5,673$1,309$32.73Los Altos, CA$67,100$5,591$1,290$32.26]ustin, TX$66,911$5,575$1,286$32.17 Soledad, CA, is king at $40.75/houra 49.6% ($28,097) leap over the average. Nome, AK, rocks a 24% ($13,626) boost. The spreads
tight (23%), so weigh living costsCalifornias steep, but Texas or Alaska might stretch your dollar further. Your state sets the stageheres the top 10: RankStateAverage SalaryHourly RateJob CountlHawaii$54,222$26.07912Connecticut$45,739$21.993553Montana$48,478$23.311064Massachusetts$44,348$21.329125Maine$40,338$19.391466West Virginia$41,284$19.851467I1llinois$40,998$19.711,2198North Dakota$42,073$20.23709Alaska$39,710$19.0911910Vermont$41,975$20.1867 Hawaiis reigning at $26.07/hour, while Idahos scraping $12.16/hour at
rank 51. Job counts spike in California (2,102) and Texas (1,791)more gigs mean more leverage to negotiate. Zoom into these high-rolling cities: RankCityAverage SalaryHourly Rate1Urban Honolulu, HI$54,234$26.072Campbell, CA$46,546$22.383Worcester, MA$44,464$21.384Baltimore, MD$42,536$20.455New York, NY$42,350$20.366Lakewood, WA$42,347$20.367Lakewood, NJ$42,115$20.258Chicago, IL$41,072$19.759Saint Paul, MN$37,623$18.0910Lakewood, CO$36,340$17.4711Surprise, AZ$36,073$17.3412Tampa, FL$36,054$17.3313]Jacksonville,
NC$35,770$17.2014Houston, TX$35,517$17.0815Fond du Lac, WI$35,503$17.07 Urban Honolulus $26.07/hour edges the national averagesteady cash with a paradise perk. RBT Pay Over Time: The Trend Climb Hows RBT pay evolved? Heres the decade rundown: YearAvg. SalaryHourly Rate% Change2022$38,000$18.28+3.6%2021$36,700$17.63+2.7%2020$35,700$17.15+3.7%2019$34,400$16.53+2.2%2018$33,600$16.16-0.5%2017$33,800$16.250.0%2016$33,800$16.25+4.0%2015$32,400$15.59-0.6%2014$32,600$15.68+5.3%2013$30,900$14.86 From
$14.86/hour in 2013 to $18.28 in 2022RBT pays trending up, with growth fueling bigger futures. RBTs your launchpadheres where the cash flows higher: Job TitleAnnual SalaryMonthly PayWeekly PayHourly WageSenior RBT$80,287$6,690$1,543$38.60Senior Registered Behavioral Technician$54,854$4,571$1,054$26.37Lead RBT$53,524$4,460$1,029$25.73Lead Behavior Technician$52,560$4,380$1,010$25.27Behavioral Technician$42,702$3,558$821$20.53 Senior RBTs are banking $38.60/houra 41.7% ($23,630) leap over the $56,657 average. Lead roles
hover near the norm, but theyre stepping stones to the big leagues. That $13.94 to $43.27 range isnt luckheres whats driving it: Urban vs. Rural: Cities like Soledad pay premiums; rural gigs lag. Cost of Living: $33.79/hour in Nome stretches further than $40.75 in Soledad. Employer Vibe: Clinics, schools, or private setupssome splash more cash. Specialty Edge: Tackling tough cases (e.g., severe behaviors) can up your rate. The $12 gap between 25th and 75th percentiles means hustle pays offskills or a hot zip code can tip the scales. At $27.24/hour
($56,657/year), RBTs outpace retail ($14-$16/hour) and caregiving ($15-$17/hour), with a 12-22% growth edge over the 5% norm. Hawaiis $26.07/hour, Soledads $40.75/hour, or a Senior RBTs $38.60/hour show the ceilings highif you chase it. Heres your vibe check: Your SpotWhat It MeansBelow $20.43/hourLow endtime to push or relocate$20.43-$33.41/hourSweet spotsolid living, room to growAbove $33.41/hourTop tierstacking cash like a pro The markets patchysome spots are dead ($0/hour locally), but the national pulse is strong. Datas live from job
boards and third-party gold, so youre in the know. So, how much does an RBT make? Anywhere from $13.94 to $43.27 an houraveraging $27.24with pros hitting $66,000+ and a 12-22% growth runway. Snag $40.75/hour in Soledad, climb to $38.60 as a Senior RBT, or grind experience to cash in. The tables dont lieyour RBT paychecks what you make it. Ready to turn purpose into profit? Your move, champgo stack that cash! Discover the 2025 RBT salary by state, hourly rates, and how a bachelors degree can boost your pay. See salaries in Florida, Texas,
California & more! If youre considering a career as a Registered Behavior Technician (RBT) or are already working in the field, understanding your earning potential is essential. The demand for RBTs is rising across the United States, and salaries can vary based on location, education, and experience. In this comprehensive guide, well break down the RBT salary per hour, compare pay across states like Florida, Texas, California, and more, and discuss how a bachelors degree can influence your income. As the field of applied behavior analysis (ABA) grows, so
does the recognition of the vital role RBTs play in helping individuals with autism and other developmental disorders. From implementing treatment plans to supporting families, RBTs are on the frontlines of behavioral health care. This increasing demand has led to better compensation packages, more job openings, and flexible work opportunities across the country. Whether youre looking to start your career or considering a move to boost your earnings, understanding the salary trends for RBTs in different states is the first step toward making an informed
decision. Lets dive in! Have you ever wondered how much do rbt make? or how much do rbt make an hour? The RBT salary per hour typically ranges between $18 to $28, depending on experience, certification, and location. Beginners usually start on the lower end, while experienced RBTs and those with specialized skills can command higher rates. Heres a quick glance at average hourly rates: Entry-level: $18 $22 per hour Mid-career: $22 $25 per hour Experienced: $25 $28+ per hour Factors like working in schools, private clinics, or home-based services
can also impact your hourly wage. Florida is one of the top states for RBT employment due to its large healthcare network and growing demand for ABA therapy. The RBT salary in Florida averages around $21.50 per hour, translating to an annual salary of approximately $44,000 if working full-time. If youre targeting urban areas, youll find that the RBT salary in Miami is slightly higher due to the citys cost of living and increased demand. In Miami, RBTs earn around $23 per hour or about $47,800 annually. Texas has seen a boom in behavioral health services,
which positively affects RBT salaries. The average RBT salary in Texas is about $22.80 per hour, which comes out to roughly $47,400 per year. Cities like Houston and Dallas may offer slightly higher rates, making Texas a solid option for RBTs seeking good pay and lower living costs. California consistently ranks among the highest-paying states for RBTs. The RBT salary in California is approximately $25.50 per hour, equaling an annual income of around $53,000. However, the cost of living in places like Los Angeles and San Francisco is also higher, which is
something to keep in mind. In Georgia, the average RBT salary is slightly below the national average but still competitive. RBT salary in Georgia typically stands at $21 per hour, or about $43,680 per year. Atlanta offers slightly higher wages than the state average. Illinois offers an average RBT pay rate of $22.30 per hour, leading to an annual salary of around $46,400. Chicago RBTs may earn closer to $24 per hour due to urban demand and living costs. For those considering Ohio, the average RBT salary is about $21.50 per hour, or roughly $44,700 annually.
Cities like Columbus and Cleveland may provide slightly better compensation due to larger client bases. Massachusetts is known for paying its healthcare workers well, and RBTs are no exception. The average RBT salary in Massachusetts is around $24.60 per hour, which equals an impressive $51,000 per year. Boston and its surrounding areas tend to offer the best salaries in the state. Although RBT certification doesnt require a bachelors degree, having one can significantly improve your earning potential. An RBT salary with a bachelors degree often falls
on the higher end of the scale, around $25 to $30 per hour, especially if paired with additional credentials or specialized experience. Heres why a bachelors degree can boost your salary: Opens doors to supervisory roles Enhances skills in behavior analysis and therapy Positions you for promotions to BCaBA or BCBA roles, which pay significantly more Employers often view candidates with a degree as more versatile and ready for leadership roles, making them willing to pay higher rates. Free RBT Mock Test: Click Here Below is a table summarizing average
RBT salary by state based on 2025 estimates: StateAverage Hourly PayAverage Annual
SalaryAlabama$20.50$42,640Alaska$24.80$51,580Arizona$21.80$45,350Arkansas$20.00$41,600California$25.50$53,000Colorado$23.00$47,840Connecticut$24.20$50,330Delaware$23.50$48,880Florida$21.50$44,000Georgia$21.00$43,680Hawaii$25.00$52,000Idah0$20.30$42,23011linois$22.30$46,400Indiana$21.60$44,920Iowa$21.00$43,680Kansas$20.50$42,640Kentucky$20.80$43,260Louisiana$20.20$42,020Maine$22.80$47,420Maryland$24.00$49,920Massachusetts$24.60$51,000Michigan$22.00$45,760Minnesota$23.20$48,250Mississippi$20.00$«
Hampshire$23.50$48,880New Jersey$24.50$50,960New Mexico$21.00$43,680New York$24.00$49,920North Carolina$21.20$44,090North Dakota$21.50$44,7200hio$21.50$44,7000klahoma$20.50$42,6400regon$24.00$49,920Pennsylvania$22.00$45,760Rhode Island$24.00$49,920South Carolina$20.80$43,260South Dakota$20.50$42,640Tennessee$21.00$43,680Texas$22.80$47,400Utah$22.20$46,170Vermont$22.80$47,420Virginia$23.50$48,880Washington$25.00$52,000West Virginia$20.00$41,600Wisconsin$22.20$46,170Wyoming$21.50$44,720
Note: Salaries can vary depending on experience, employer type, and city-specific demand. While location and education are major factors, several other elements affect how much an RBT can earn: Experience Level: More years in the field often mean higher pay. Specialization: Skills like working with non-verbal children or using advanced ABA software can boost your rate. Employer Type: Schools, private clinics, and home services pay differently. Full-Time vs. Part-Time: Full-time positions often come with benefits and better pay packages. With growing
awareness of autism spectrum disorders and expanded insurance coverage for behavioral therapy, the demand for RBTs is expected to keep rising. This trend suggests that salaries may continue to increase, especially in states with strong healthcare infrastructure. Experts predict an average annual growth rate of 3-5% in RBT salaries over the next few years, making this a stable and rewarding career path. Whether youre just starting as a Registered Behavior Technician or looking to advance in your career, understanding the salary landscape can help you
make informed decisions. As weve seen, RBT salaries vary widely depending on your state, education, and experience. If you aim for higher pay, consider gaining specialized skills, pursuing a bachelors degree, or moving to states like California or Massachusetts where salaries are on the higher end. If youre ready to take the next step in your career as a Registered Behavior Technician, now is the perfect time. With salaries on the rise and demand growing nationwide, becoming an RBT offers both financial stability and the chance to make a real difference.
Whether youre aiming to boost your pay with a bachelors degree or considering relocating to a higher-paying state like California or Massachusetts, the opportunities are abundant. Ready to explore more? Check out our free RBT salary table above and practice exams to help you plan your path to success! No matter where youre located, the RBT profession offers a meaningful career with solid earning potential and room for growth.
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